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“

EJ's book is an INDISPENSABLE guide to student success!"
— Josh Sundquist, Author of National Bestseller Just Don't
Fall: A Hilariously True Story of Childhood, Cancer,
Amputation, Romantic Yearning, Truth, and Olympic
Greatness

“

Many want success, but few achieve it. My friend, EJ Carrion,
wants to help you achieve it. He has poured his heart out in his new
book, Accelerate Your Success, and shared tools, tips, and
techniques to help you be more and do more. This should be r
equired reading for ALL students!"
— Laymon Hicks, Youth Motivational Speaker, Author of 'N
Laymon's Terms.Words of Wisdom I Inspiration to Guide
You on Your Life's Journey and on-air motivational expert
for the Maury Show

“

EJ has clearly laid out a blueprint for achievement in Accelerate
Your Success. I wish I had read this book as a student. EJ's honest
and clear recommendations are a much-needed call to action for
graduates facing the new economy."
— Lisa Nicole Bell, Social Entrepreneur, Award Winning
Filmmaker, 3x Author

StudentSuccessAgency.com

7

TESTIMONIALS: What They Say About EJ

“

If you want to create the life you’ve always wanted, then the
principles EJ teaches will help you start on this journey the right
way!”
— Michael Simmons, Co-founder of Extreme Entrepreneurship
Education and National Best-Selling Author of The Student
Success Manifesto

“

EJ’s understanding of what makes a successful student is
remarkable. His principles are just what you need to take your life
to the next level.”
— Arel Moodie, America’s Top Young Speaker, Best-Selling
Author of Your Starting Point For Student Success
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INTRODUCTION:
Accelerate Your Success
Since the day you were able to comprehend ideas and thoughts you have been
trained to believe in the “one-size fits all” track to becoming successful.
Since you started school your parents have told you to get good grades and
score high on standardized tests so that you can get scholarships and go to
a prestigious college.
If you excel in college by getting good grades, getting involved, and doing
internships over the summer, it is likely that you will be awarded a highpaying job. Once you accept a job from the bucketful of offers that stormed
your way after you graduate from college, you then receive benefits and
pension opportunities that will set you up for life. If you work hard and stay
loyal to your employer, you will have a secure job that will allow you to live
the life you always wanted and the job that will make your family proud.
I remember when my parents lectured me on this formula to success.
Neither one of my parents went to college, so they were huge advocates of
furthering my education because they believed that it would lead to a good
job that would not require me to work as hard as they did. But throughout
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school I was never the kid that was able to achieve the grades or scores
needed to go to a prestigious college.
In middle school, I was reading at a third grade level. In high school, I
did not graduate in the top 20 percent like all of the other college-bound
students. I did not take a single advanced class to prepare me for college.
In fact, something I have always been extremely embarrassed about is that
when I took the ACT in tenth grade, a standardized college entrance exam,
my little brother who was in eighth grade got a higher score than I did. Let’s
just say that according to society, I was a complete failure.
If you picked up this book because you feel lost or stuck and you are not
sure what is in store for you, I want to let you know that everything will
be okay. What I am about to share with you in this book is what I call The
Student Accelerator™, a new model and mindset to success that personalizes each student’s journey to prosperity so that they can focus on the
things they care about most. If you implement the strategies and principles
in this book, I promise your life will be on hyper-speed and you will regain
confidence and control of your future.
If you are a high school student worried about what you are going to do
after graduation, or a college student who thinks you are not standing out
enough to get the opportunities you deserve, this book is right for you. Even
if you have graduated school and you hate your current job or are jobless
and living at home with your parents, this book is for you as well. If you are
a parent or teacher reading this book, I want to welcome you and let you
know that the students you influence are lucky to have you in their lives.

WHERE THE PROBLEM BEGAN
Besides the Great Depression, we are living in what I believe is the hardest
time to be a student. The reason for this is that we are going through a
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revolution. For the last 150 years we have lived in an industrial economy,
which was sparked by the Industrial Revolution. Now we are coming into
the information age and what some people call the Social Revolution. In
this revolutionary change, the people who succeed are those who live their
passion, invest in relationships, and start movements that matter.
The “one-size fits all” track to success is no longer relevant or worth
anything today in the new economy. The idea of getting good grades, going
to college, and getting a good job is almost extinct. In fact, if you are a
student who succeeds by the old model, you are like an endangered species.
You have a better chance to succeed by implementing the principles I am
about to share with you rather than taking the generic route. You will be
rewarded because everyone is afraid to be different.
The old model worked in the industrial age because those who succeeded
were the large companies that could be efficient and cheap. They were able
to be more efficient by hiring young professionals to give up their time and
energy to work on projects that were valuable to their companies. Before
the 21st century, students who were able to conform in school and life were
able to secure a job. Now even the students who conform are jobless.
Public schools were also created in the image of companies in the industrial
age. So there is this pressure in schools all around our nation to put students
on this track to success that is no longer applicable for the majority. In
fact, it was never created for the majority. I went to public school and I
remember how my school functioned: assembly lines, long hallways with
rows of lockers, and loud bells to tell us to change shifts. This system had
many benefits for students whose strengths were conventional academics,
but even now those students are falling face first in the new economy.
Mark my words, the next bubble to pop will be the education bubble.
And I am even willing to pop it myself. What I mean by bubble is when
something is overvalued and people overinvest in its perceived value. It is

StudentSuccessAgency.com

13

INTRODUCTION: Accelerate Your Success

the same when people believed in the tech bubble of the early 2000s or
the real estate bubble that just passed. Higher education is one of the
only things Americans still believe in. We believe that going to college is
the answer to assuring us a brighter future. There are many advantages
to furthering education but we need to become realistic about what it can
actually do.
The way we taught students in the past no longer works. Several countries
are far more advanced in the way they teach their young people. America
may be a powerhouse country but we are not number one in educating our
youth. The scary thing is the way we teach our students is the exact opposite of what they need in order to succeed in the new economy.
Currently, we teach kids for short-term success. We grade our teachers by
short-term success. How well a student does on a standardized state test is
what measures how much they have grown intellectually. It also meas- ures
the status of the teacher. So what this does is force our teachers to teach for
the test instead of for life. There are a lot of great teachers out there who
deserve so much credit, but from my experience, teachers’ cre- ativity is
suppressed. The future of education needs to be transformed dras- tically.
I look back at my high school days and say, “If only there was a class in
school called Success-who knows where I would be today.” I believe that
there is a difference between being educated and being successful. I think
school gives us the subjects and basic skills to think for ourselves, but
we are not taught how to succeed with the skills given to us. My idea of
education for the future, which is influenced by many prominent educators
and my own research, is that we need to develop some personalization and
accountability. We must help students become conscious of who they are
and what they want to do.
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I am obsessed with the question, “What makes one student’s chances of
success better than another student’s?” Based on half a decade of research
and the creation of The Student Accelerator™ method to success, I think
there has to be personalization in schools. Students are all intelligent and
gifted in so many ways, but rather than helping them express themselves
and support their interests, we suppress them. We define what success
and intelligence are for them, which kills their enjoyment and curiosity for
learning.
I would also like it if we would actually help our students build futures with
direction. Schools have counselors, but what can a counselor do when he
or she has hundreds of kids to follow to make sure they graduate? Also,
schools view a student’s intent to attend college as a guaranteed path to
success. This allows counselors to release students before they are actually
ready to proceed without guidance. A counselor’s concerns for a student
cannot stop once a student says they are going to college, but the sad thing
is that it does. This is not the counselors’ fault as they are doing their best
to manage so many students. What students need are personal success consultants.
I think schools should be measured by how successful their alumni are at
the age of 55. I want to know which schools produce the most independent
and game changing people in the world. When I have kids, I want my kids
to go to the school that produces the most long-term successful people, not
just the school that has the most National Merits.
Once we are able to find what our students are good at and build direction
for them, we can then grade them and measure their success. Do not get
me wrong, I believe in a well-rounded education, but worthy knowledge
is knowing things that others do not. Specialized knowledge is what
allows you to create value for others. Just look at a plumber, electrician,
doctor, lawyer, computer programmer, and the list goes on. That is how
we succeed in this world. Everyone helping everyone is the way we make a
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living. No one person knows everything. So the beauty of it is that as a
nation we all need each other to move forward. We all have assets, talents,
and knowledge that can help so many people. Unfortunately, schools are
only focused on giving you a general education.
Next, we need to help students identify what skills they need so they can
create a future. Schools will continue to provide students with general
knowledge but this allows electives to become more significant. Elective
classes can actually become worth more because students are given the
freedom to sharpen their skills and a unique knowledge of their choice.
They help students master the skills they need in order to create value. And
once students can create value, they will succeed in the new economy.
People who are creative, focused, specialized, or able to step outside their
comfort zones and be different are the ones who will kick butt in the new
economy. Success is near those who build relationships and actually
provide value that people appreciate. Being able to change people in a way
that makes them glad you changed them is so scarce nowadays because so
many people are trying to find shortcuts or How-To’s to become successful.
When you can be yourself and feel vulnerable, you open yourself up to the
opportunity to produce value that can be criticized or applauded-this is
remarkable and it is what you will learn how to do in this book.
You picked up this book for a reason and I applaud you for it. I am not
sure how my book landed in your hands but I am glad it did. Maybe you
were looking for help, ideas, motivation, or your mom bought it for you and
forced you to read it. Whatever the reason, expect to be one of the few that
knows the keys to succeed in the new economy.
I believe it is easier to invest your time and energy in The Student Accelerator™ route to success because everyone else is afraid to live on the edge.
It is easy to stand out when everyone else is trying to fit into this cookiecutter mold that does not work anymore. Once you know the keys and
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understand the changes, there should be no excuse for why you do not become the supernova that you were meant to be. This book will guide you
and help you personalize your story and success. I guarantee that whatever
it is you want in life is going to take persistence and hard work.

GO TO COLLEGE, IT IS GOOD FOR YOU
I know as of right now you may assume that I do not support the idea of
college, but that is completely false. Most of the work I do is in the education
industry and I appreciate what so many universities and colleges have been
able to do for our young people. I would not be who I am today without my
college years. I think college is important if used correctly.
My issue with college is the perceived value behind it. I believe our parents’
generation is obsessed with college because they think that it is the road
to success. Back in the day, they had a legitimate argument but now this
is completely false. In the past, the college degree would get you a job but
now it will only get you an entry to the application process. But yet the cost
of college is continuing to go up when the value and security of a degree is
decreasing.
College tuition has grown faster than the rate of inflation for more than two
decades, including a six percent increase in 2009—a period when overall
prices fell.
This increase is occurring while the starting salary for students graduating
from a four-year college is going down. According to a CNN article
discussing the value of a college degree, in 2009 and 2010 there was a ten
percent drop in the amount of money a student made when entering the
workforce compared to 2006 and 2008.
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In 2004, there were more unemployed professionals who had college
degrees than people who only had high school diplomas. Yes, they were
probably going after a different quality of job, but the point I am trying
to make is that when our parents were growing up, college was for the
minority. Now over 60 percent of Americans get college degrees. The issue
is that now the majority of applicants are qualified for the minority amount
of positions.
More undergraduate students are “careerless” than ever before. Now
a college degree identifies you as one good waiter. By the way, I respect
what waiters do and I think waiting tables is a great opportunity for young
people to develop their communication skills. I think people would actually
benefit from doing this for a couple of months. I just used it as an example
for what a degree is worth now compared to in the past.
The decreasing value of a degree is mainly because so many people are
getting them. In the next 30 years, more students will receive a college
degree than if you counted all of the degrees from the beginning of time to
2006. Going to college does not mean you will succeed, it actually means
you are average.
Of the nearly three million college graduates in the spring of 2011, 85
percent of them moved back home. Some of these young adults have a job
and some of them do not. What the majority of them do have is college
debt, which is why so many young adults have decided to move back home
with mom and dad. Including the students who moved on after college and
got their own place, the average student who borrowed money is $27,000
in debt. So this means that for 22 years, you have waited to grab life by
the horns but now instead of starting a family, buying a house, or starting
your retirement plan, you have to work to pay for your past instead of your
future.
But instead of society telling you this is a problem, they tell you that it is
okay and that all you need to stand out is to get more education. So now
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students are incurring more debt for what they hope will help them stand
out among other applicants. When is this vicious cycle going to stop? Soon
our people are going to be running around with a Ph.D. saying that they
can’t find a job.
The new economy hires people who are vital, must-have individuals.
These are the people who can get a job whenever they feel like it or work
for themselves and still succeed. That is what Student Accelerator™ is all
about—helping you become indispensable so the ball is back in your court.
The new economy deletes hierarchy and does not care about how many
degrees you have. The new economy looks at impact, what impact you have
made and what impact you can make.
One of the reasons for this tough job market we are going through is that
in the industrial period, so many more people did manual and blue-collar
work. But now those jobs are evaporating in the new economy because it
is strongly influenced by technology. Technology is a reason why it is now
important to do work that matters; because if it does not amount to any
value, technology will one day be able to do your work for you.
There is also in the number of positions that are usually held by college
graduates because people are able to work faster with the technology that
exists today. This will continue to be a problem. The new economy is about
doing work that machines can’t do. Doing work in the new economy means
doing work that is extraordinary and makes you invaluable.
College is helpful and is still an awesome opportunity for students to make
an impact. A lot of the jobs we want and the companies we want to work
for require applicants to get a degree. Besides, you should always want to
learn and build on your perspective. I just think you should not go into so
much debt that it will almost be as much as your yearly salary. I do believe
college is valuable in the sense of the perspective and intellect you will gain
from it. You will learn a lot about yourself and start becoming your own
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person. I do not think college is an investment simply because the degree
itself has been devalued and everyone is enrolling. Just going to college is
not enough anymore. College is not the investment it once promised.
There is no need to get neck deep into debt for college. It is not worth it. If
you spend $25,000 to go to a four-year institution and you drop out, you
will still have to pay the same amount as if you would have graduated. Also,
more than one third of US college students fail to complete their degree
six years after enrollment. I’m not even sure why they call it a four-year
institution anymore. Only around 40 percent of freshmen entering a fouryear bachelor’s degree program actually complete their degrees within four
years. 1
I definitely think you should GO to college BUT go on a budget that you can
pay off in three years or less after you graduate. Ideally, I would recommend
you go to a college that does not ask for you to go into debt but I know it is
almost impossible for the average student to not go into debt and still go to
a top college.

HOW YOU SHOULD CHOOSE A COLLEGE
If you think about it, college is like coffee. You can buy a cheap cup of coffee
at a gas station or make it yourself and still get the burst of energy you need.
Or you can go to Starbucks and pay three or four times the amount for
yummier coffee and an experience. Paying to go to a prestigious college is
like paying for Starbucks. You are paying for the experience. You are paying
for the nicer buildings, better facilities, professors, and living on campus.
All these things are nice but not worth thousands of dollars of debt that you
will have to pay off afterwards.

1

http://money.cnn.com/2004/06/21/pf/college/graduation_rates/
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I went to a nationally ranked college that neither my parents nor I could
afford. But I was able to attend because I implemented the principles in this
book at a very early age. Early on, my academics were shaky and I felt like a
failure in the eyes of society. But looking back, I realize that what I did got
me a full ride scholarship.
I still believe there was a lot of luck involved and I was blessed for the
opportunity I was given. I told you about my educational background
and how I was just an average student, but what I did not tell you is that I
stuck out like sore thumb. I can truly say sticking out and following these
principles is what gave me the chance to go to an out-of-state Division One
college. If you are in high school and are having a hard time standing out,
I am excited for you when you finish this book. Your chances of winning
scholarships or getting accepted to your dream school will become so much
more likely to accomplish. If you are in college right now, I promise the tips
will help you land a job and do better in the difficult job market.
Before we go any further, let me just make myself clear: if you are looking
for a get rich quick scheme that tells you how to win loads of scholarship
money or get a six figure salary job you might as well close the book because
you are wasting your time. The Student Accelerator™ is for people who
are trying to be significant and valuable to society. It is about living for a
purpose and leaving a legacy. This book is for you if you have a burning
desire to be great and make a difference while still staying true to yourself.
The strategy and mindset you are going to learn works for anyone at any
age. You may not want to hear this, but we are students for the rest of our
lives. In order to be successful, we have to continue to learn. It sickens
me when I hear how little reading college graduates do once they are out
of school. The Student Accelerator™ model will not work if you do not
commit your life to continually learning and becoming better every day.
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The greatest thing about college is that The Student Accelerator™ actually
works best, in my opinion, when you go to college. This is because of the
lifestyle and environment you are placed in. Everyone around you has
dreams. People want to learn and you have an abundance of resources
available to you.
College is the perfect time to start something big! It is the perfect time
to surround yourself with healthy people who have the same ambitions,
interests, and concerns as you. It gives you time to control your schedule
and accomplish things you have always wanted to do. If you want to start
a philanthropy, make music, learn how to cook, get in shape, or develop a
skill, college is the place to do it.
One of the biggest rules of becoming a Student Accelerator is that college
should not be the only thing you do. If you are just going to class, college is
a waste of your time. I think your college should leverage you towards what
you are trying to accomplish. It should be a piece of something larger you
are trying to achieve. College gives you four years of not having the pressure
of working from nine to five. It gives you the chance to take interesting
classes and do what you want, which is always awesome.
The biggest issue with that is many students who go to college are very
unproductive outside of the classroom. The college lifestyle is enjoyable.
I would be lying to you if I told you I did not partake in its fun. I woke up
late, went out on Thursdays, and procrastinated on my homework several
times while in college. The important thing is doing it responsibly. Being
responsible and staying focused on the long-term goal is important for
following The Student Accelerator™ track to star power.
I have also noticed that the students who have a passion and understand
their life purpose do better in college than those who decide to go to college
to find themselves. A lot of people use college to find what they really want
to do, but I have never seen this go as planned. Instead it just makes school
even more expensive.
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It is most likely you do not know what you are passionate about or what
you feel called out to accomplish. Most people don’t. My mother is 45 and
she still says she is finding her passion and dream job. I truly believe all
successful people and the people we aspire to be like are passionate about
what they do. So in order to succeed, it is imperative that you figure out
what your passion is. It saddens me how many people have given up on
finding their passion and have instead accepted a life others chose for them.
An issue that is not being addressed in our country that I believe is a leading
reason why so many of your peers drop out of high school, accept mediocre
grades, and take on jobs they do not enjoy is that so many young people
are not passionate about anything. They have never taken the time to find
their passion and purpose in the world, which ultimately means they never
found their true identity.
The fundamental principles of The Student Accelerator™ are to help you
find your passion and purpose in life. We believe that it is hard to succeed
without knowing what makes you click. Success is challenging and takes
hard work, but it is difficult to fight through that hard work if you are not
passionate or enjoy what you are doing. That is why I think it is better for a
student to go to college with a passion because college is not easy. College
consists of taking essay tests, writing long research papers, and taking one
question quizzes (stay away from those teachers).
Another major problem that I see with students is that they think their
majors are what they will do for the rest of their lives. If anything, you
will dislike your major so much once you leave college it will become the
only thing you do not do after college. I’m kidding... well sort of. It is just
that the majority of jobs available do not have a certain degree you need
in order to apply. There is no need to stress yourself out about finding the
right major. A degree does not dictate your career unless you are getting
into academic research, engineering, law, or medicine. Most companies or
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organizations will train you and help you enhance the skills you need to do
the job. The cool thing about that is you get paid for learning instead of the
other way around.
You can major in European History and become a Marketing Director for an
advertisement agency. An Accounting major can decide to write children’s
books and succeed. Your major is another way to show your uniqueness
and skills, which makes you valuable. It shows what kind of impact you
have made and can make. But it does not show all you can do.
According to a research study outlined in a book titled Major in Success by
Patrick Combs, 8 of 10 undergraduates in five years are doing a job that has
nothing to do with their majors. I recommend this book to all students as I
can say it helped me when I was looking for answers. It also discussed how
companies are actually hiring more nontraditional majors because they
bring different perspectives. Creativity is important in the new economy so
organizations are looking for people with unique skills, studies, and ideas.

IT IS ALL RIGHT TO ASK FOR HELP
Okay, so if you are still here reading this book... I want to say that I am glad
I did not scare you away. You may think I am a pessimist or some short
angry tan man who lost his hair quick and is mad at the world because I
could not get a job. I promise all of the negative talk is done. I just knew
that those things had to be shared.
Our generation is raised to perceive that everything is okay. Families do
not talk about money, issues, or struggles. In public, we have to act like we
have no problems and everyone is happy. We are conditioned to think that
failure is bad and struggling shows a sign of weakness. This is why I went
through school without telling people that I could not read. I was afraid to
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ask for help. A lot of young people are afraid to ask for help. The idea of
not accepting the issues we face is why so many families are casual when
spending loads of money they do not have on college. We just tell ourselves
that we will figure it out later and in the meantime enjoy it.
We say the same thing about our futures. It is why so many of our friends
from high school or college have graduated but are still doing the same
things they were while they were in school. Not owning up to the struggle
allows it to consume their perception of themselves. What I love about the
world is that we succeed by helping each other. There is no reason why we
should be afraid to ask for help. Half the battle of becoming better and improving is admitting that we have problems or things we need to work on.
I am a motivational speaker, and to be honest I dislike the majority of
speakers. They’re always happy, cheesy, and feeding inspirational fluff,
which in my opinion is helpful, but misleading. I have spoken to over
17,600 students in 18 states and no matter the event, I make sure to let
my audiences know the truth. My audiences still have a good time when
I present because I tell funny stories, joke around, and perform mediocre
raps. But I would feel that I have done a disservice to you and my audiences
if I did not tell you about the issues that are floating around you as a student.

SO WHAT IS THE STUDENT ACCELERATOR™ ?
The Student Accelerator™ helps you learn how to succeed in the new economy and maximize your time in college by helping you identify your passion
and take action on things that mean the most to you. I really believe it is the
model that helps students feel independent and confident while living up
to their greatness.
Even though we live in a time where there are not a lot of jobs, I believe
we are also living during one of the most exciting times to be a student.
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Technology has made it easy for people to do more in less time. There
has never been a better time to build your own fan base, create your own
job, or live for something you truly stand for than today. The Internet is
filled with different communities and groups of people that are looking for
information, entertainment, and value.
We are living in a time when looking smaller is better. Larger companies
today are trying their hardest to look smaller. Instead of doing mass
adver- tisements, they are making blogs and tweeting. This is a time where
customers, employers, members, fans, and followers are getting involved
with organizations, companies, celebrities, and people just like you and me
who create value. You will succeed in the new economy if enough people
are happy and appreciate the value you create.
I use the phrase “creating value” a lot but that is exactly what defines a
Student Accelerator. A Student Accelerator is an artist, someone with unique
skills, or someone who is committed to a purpose. Student Accelerators
make good performers, entrepreneurs, and valuable employees. Student
Accelerators are those who play crucial roles in the groups and communities
they are associated with. When you have mastered a skill or become a
public figure for a cause or an immovable piece to a company, you become
bullet- proof in any situation or economy. Student Accelerators are trained
to be people who build communities and influence people.
The first stage to The Student Accelerator™ is to do what you love. Look
at figure 1.1, you will see a tree with the words: “Passion,” “Action,” and
“Satisfaction.” Those are the three stages to living the life you have always
wanted. The first stage is to identify your Passion and let your interests wrap
around a purpose bigger than yourself. Your passion is your foundation
for everything you do. It holds you up. It feeds you nutrients just like a
tree’s roots. It is what will keep you going when times get tough. Without a
passion, you can’t grow.
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The second stage is to take massive Action. All of our lives we have lived
in what I call the preparation stage of life. The first 25 years of your life is
spent preparing to live. Do you remember when you were ten years old and
all of the things you wanted to be when you got older? You probably wanted
to be a professional athlete, doctor, pop singer, and a surfer all at the same
time. You were a big dreamer who thought everything was possible. It is
important to regain some of those childish ideals we had when we were
younger.
But what the old model to success tells you is that you have to wait until you
get a high school diploma. Wait until you get a college degree. Wait until
you get an internship. Then society tells you, “Great! Congratulations! Now
you can go live your dreams.”
But really you can’t. You are tired and the light of opportunity looks even
dimmer than when you started.
We have to stop looking outward for the answers. There are no set rules
to success. We need to quit searching for a rulebook to life that tells us
how to live. We need to stop thinking that we know nothing or that we
are unqualified to take action because of our age. Taking action is what
separates average from greatness. The people who can do more and create
value succeed. If you are persistent and focused with the action you take
success will come. Without action we are just dreamers.
The sad thing about dreamers, in my opinion, is that they are selfish. They
have this great idea or dream but instead of taking action they keep it to
themselves. The Action stage is the trunk of the tree. It is what allows you
to move forward. Think about when people cut trees for firewood. They use
the energy that was stored within the trunk. A tree is as big as its trunk. You
are as big as your actions. Your actions reflect who you truly are. Taking
action is where you should commit most of your energy.
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The final stage is Satisfaction, which is what separates greatness from
simply being good. It is where you commit to mastery and expertise while
also living with consistent happiness. Success is not a destination, it’s a
lifestyle. If success to you is just reaching a goal, then once you get there it
is really hard to find the motivation to get back on your saddle. The Student
Accelerator™ is a lifestyle that helps you live to the best of your ability
every single day.
In Latin, satis (the first six letters of the word “satisfaction”), means
enough. If you look at the last six letters of the word “satisfaction,” it spells
action. The Satisfaction stage in The Student Accelerator™ model means
taking “enough action.” People who have reached satisfaction in their lives
are those who become super masters at their respective crafts. They are
individuals who make a difference in every step they take. Their actions
influence more than their own lives. Once you become the best at what you
do, you become appreciated more than ever.
In the picture, the word satisfaction is at the top of the tree. It is where you
have committed to what you love doing. Imagine that your efforts and work
are the fruit and foliage from the tree. It’s the masterpiece that gives others
nutrients, shade, energy, and hope. Similarly, you are great because you
provide for others and help them believe in their dreams, feel happy, or be
appreciative of life itself.

THE MEANING OF VALUE
Do you know that feeling you get when you watch your favorite band play
live? Or when you watch your favorite athlete? That feeling you get when
you are staring at your favorite artist’s original piece? That feeling you get
when you are looking at a famous world attraction like the Pyramids in
Egypt or the Grand Canyon?
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That feeling that makes you say, “Unbelievable.”
Those moments are pure value. We should try to give others that feeling
every single time we work and do what we love. What will you master?
How will you create value? What legacy will you leave? These are the
questions that you will be able to answer once you implement The Student
Accelerator™ into your life.
I forgot to tell you that there would be a little math in this book as well. The
Student Accelerator™ is actually an equation. But do not worry. I am really
bad at math, so this equation is not that difficult. I hate math so much I
graduated with a Journalism degree so I did not have to take a single math
class while in college.
The equation is simply this:

Passion + Action = Satisfaction
The Student Accelerator™ is exactly that. Identify a passion so that you can
take action and create value and then one day you can become the best in
the world at what you do.
In the next box you see something that looks like Geometry. It is the
framework in which this book was written and the steps to move through
The Student Accelerator™ so you can reach satisfaction. The three stages
of The Student Accelerator™ have four milestones within each stage. These
milestones help guide you through your own journey. These guidelines will
help you create your own personal map to success.
Take a few minutes to look over the diagram on the next page.
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I know that if you follow The Student Accelerator™ and implement it in
your life, it works. It takes work and commitment but the benefits are worth
it. In fact, being great at being you is something you are obliged to do.
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How do I know The Student Accelerator™ works? I have seen what The
Student Accelerator™ has done for me as well as hundreds of other
students. I believe in it so much that I have devoted my life to it.

OKAY SO LET ME TELL YOU A LITTLE BIT ABOUT MYSELF...
I have not told you guys my story because I was trying to hold it off as
long as possible. So many self-help books, commercials, and people trying
to sell you stuff use personal testimonials. Just look at diet supplement
commercials. There is always a before and after picture of someone who
was heavier that transformed into tip-top shape.
Also, many authors have what I like to call a “look at what I did and so can
you” writing style. They build this hierarchy and space between themselves
and their readers. I believe in relating to my readers and writing to you like
a close friend or family member. I believe that students do not care how
much you know until they know how much you care. This is why I would like
to share with you my story and how I created The Student Accelerator™.
By now you know a few things about me by the little personal examples I
have shared with you so far. But let me just say that I am no greater than
you or as cool as you. I am an average guy that is on a mission.
I am 21 years old and writing this book from my personal office that resides
in a business college near my house. I recently graduated from the University
of Oklahoma cum laude (with honors) with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Journalism. The success milestones that I have achieved in my life include
becoming a professional motivational speaker who has spoken to over
17,600 people in 18 states. I am also the author of two in-demand books on
student success (this is my second book). I worked and participated with
awesome educational organizations such as Teach For America, Management Leaders for Tomorrow, and The Extreme Entrepreneurship Tour.
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During my senior year of college, I worked part time in my own business
and made more money than a recent graduate with my degree in the
state of Oklahoma working full time. I have zero debt and am completely
independ- ent from my parents.
I am the founder of the Student Success Academy, which is an online life
coaching institute that provides personalized curriculum assistance, an
accountability mentor system, and an assessment program for teenagers
who are looking to create a future plan that works. My company’s purpose
is to decrease the unemployment rate for recent college graduates and help
current high school students find their passion and increase their chances
of succeeding. The way the achieves these initiatives is by connecting high
school students with young professionals that will ultimately help them
succeed by taking them through The Student Accelerator™ model that you
are going to learn in this book.
I have a wonderful relationship with my girlfriend and my friends are all
much cooler than me. I recently just got back from a 20 day exhibition
through the Caribbean, where I went hiking through the Yunque rainforest
and kayaking through one of the top ten beaches in the world. I have no real
worries. All in all, I am happy with the life I live.
I am not a millionaire, world-renowned expert, YouTube vlogger with a ton
of subscribers, or a famous rapper (yet). But all of these things are goals of
mine that I want to accomplish in the near future. Yes, the rapper one too.
(You can see the rap songs I have made at my blog AcceleratorTips.com.) I
am just a recent college graduate who has done a couple of cool things and
learned a few strategies that have helped me succeed in the new economy.
If you commit to the principles I am about to share in this book, you too can
beat the system and create a future that will send you to superstar status!
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I do not have a sob story or some huge adversity I had to defeat to get to
where I am today. I was just an average kid like most of you reading this
book. I was probably going to live an average life. I lived in a small town
in North Texas that had one stoplight. It was one of those towns where
Blockbuster was maintaining a profit. My rich father was the government.
He paid for my school lunches and provided me with grants to go to college.
I grew up knowing how to survive in the trenches of the bottom part of the
economic ladder.

THE REASON THIS BOOK EXISTS TODAY
My parents are divorced and my mother raised me. Both of my parents’
first language is Spanish. This is relevant because instead of trying to teach
me Spanish when I was younger, my parents taught me and my younger
brother English. So the language I knew growing up was Spanglish.
Throughout school I had a lisp and I was always behind academically. All
the girls in school were always taller than me and I had a huge wart on my
face that left a scar on the middle of my nose. I was scrawny and never big
enough to play football. Basically, I was just another kid who had difficulty
finding his true self.
I remember when my mindset of myself changed and I began to take
control of my life. It was when my mom decided to get a boyfriend. I was a
huge momma’s boy so I despised the idea of my mom having a boyfriend.
Looking back, he was a good guy and someone who became my best friend.
I remember when my mother first brought him over to the house. I was
wearing a tank top and just grabbed a Yoo-hoo from the refrigerator. I
had just finished working out so my muscles were looking real nice. My
mom introduced him to me and he said, “EJ, nice to finally meet you. Your
mother told me a lot about you.”
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With a wannabe tough guy look I said in a really deep voice, “Nice to meet
you too” and I walked off to my room. I was so mad I wanted to bite the top
of my Yoo-hoo can, chug the whole thing, and then crush the can on my
skull. I guess at the time I thought if I did that it would show him who was
boss. It took me a long time to open up and deal with my mom having a new
boyfriend, but at the end of the day he was a really nice person.
His name was Mike. He was one of the nicest people I had ever met. He
had a blue-collar job working in one of the big factories in town. He was
an extremely hard worker and someone you could trust. He was also a
photographer and part-time business owner. After he would get off from
his regular job, he would get dressed and go take pictures of local youth
sports teams and YMCA events. He also did weddings and senior pictures
for all the high school students. He was really gifted with his camera and
he had the ability to capture the perfect moment for so many people. One
night when Mike was staying up really late, which he did all the time to
work on his photographs, I asked him if he ever sleeps.
He chuckled and said, “I sleep some, but not as much as I should.”
I then said while pouring myself a bowl of cereal, “Why do you do this to
yourself? You already have a job.”
He replied with his eyes still glued to the computer screen, “Because this is
what I love to do. My current job is just that, a job. It pays the bills and lets
me find time to do what I love and that is photography.”
He then said in a serious voice, “EJ, the key to a good career is to find
something you love to do that expresses who you are and monetizing it
enough that it allows you to live the life you always wanted.”
I stared at him with confusion. I thought, “What in the world is monetizing?”
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Always a talker, he then asked, “EJ, what do you enjoy doing?” I looked at
him with a mouthful of Cheerios, “Uhh... not sure.”
He said, “Well my advice to you is that you spend your time finding what
you love so that you do not have to be like me and find it when you are forty
five. If I stay persistent, I can quit my job in two years and do photography
full time.”
Later I did find what I loved doing. But I would have never discovered it
without Mike’s urging. He was always there asking me, “Have you found
your passion yet? Do you know what you are called to do?”
In two years, Mike did quit his job but instead of opening his photography
studio he passed away before he could ever take his passion full-time. He
died in the middle of January, which came as a complete shock to all of us.
No one really knew what happened. It all just came down on our family so
fast. It was like one day he was there and the next he was gone.
At that moment I realized that I was always going to live my life doing
what I love. I was going to be a man that was represented by the work he
did for others. It is at that very moment when I committed to The Student
Accelerator™.
If you could relate to this story or have had someone important in your
life pass away, you understand that life is sweet and you appreciate it even
more. You look at life in a whole new way and become truly thankful for the
gifts you have in your life.
If you have not had someone in your life pass, be thankful that you have
not had to go through that hardship. But if I can tell you anything about
death, it makes you realize that there is no reason to wait. There is no
reason to wait on your dreams, your happiness, or your ultimate life.
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Waiting is letting valuable time slip away that could take you one step
closer to the person you were meant to become while on earth. Your life is
valuable and I ask that you commit from here on out to not wait any longer.
Go after the life you have always wanted!
The rest of this book will help you find your passion and live life to the
fullest. You will learn how to take the action needed in order to maximize
your potential and time. Finally, it will assist you on your journey to
greatness.
Let’s get started!
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Develop Your Personal Philosophy
This milestone is 100 percent you. It can be influenced by outside people and
experiences in your life but in the end, it is your decision. It is not what
your mom wants or what your friends think of you. This is the time to ask
the hard questions. If you do not answer them for yourself, then someone
else will. The more clarity you have within yourself, the better you can fight
outside influences and build confidence. Once you build your personal
philosophy, never assume that exploring within yourself is over. Your
philosophy will always evolve and be fine-tuned.
I believe that you either create what you stand for or others will do it for
you. This is why you have helicopter parents who will only be happy if their
kid becomes the next President of the United States. It is the reason why
teenagers join gangs or start hanging out with the wrong people. It is the
way culture works. It is why Spartan warriors believed that dying during
combat was the most peaceful death for a man. After watching the movie
300, I was glad that I was not the son of Spartan warrior. I would have been
bad in combat for two reasons: I laugh in scary situations and I do not have
pectoral muscles, which makes me unintimidating. But I do have a pretty
vicious judo chop!

StudentSuccessAgency.com

41

MILESTONE ONE: Develop Your Personal Philosophy

Every single organization, group, or community you affiliate with has an
overall basic philosophy. When creating your personal philosophy, you can
reference the basic fundamentals of the organizations you are a part of as
guidelines. Or you can first define your personal philosophy and then get
involved with groups that are parallel to your own beliefs.
When creating your own personal philosophy, it is important that it is truly
yours. Do not try to please everyone else. When you base your philosophy
on what other people expect from you, then you end up living a life that
reflects the perception of the people that you want to please. This means
that your true self is only expressed when you are by yourself or when the
people who perceive you another way are not around. This can get really
exhausting.
When I first started the Student Success Agency, I did a lot of the coaching
myself. Helping students go through The Student Accelerator™, I
remember having a high school senior on the phone discussing the idea
of developing his own life philosophy. He was a very timid guy at first and
when I asked him questions, he would give me answers that I think he
wanted me to hear instead of what he really felt.
After a couple of coaching calls, I told him that I felt he was not being
completely honest with me. One last time, I asked him if this is what he
really wants in life. And what he said was, “It is what my parents want.” The
discussion turned from us talking about his personal philosophy to why he
felt that he needed to be someone else around his parents. He actually had
a clear philosophy. The issue was that he did not think his parents would
approve of his philosophy.
I believe that a lot of students have a hard time being themselves around
their parents. Parents have high expectations. They hope we have similar
interests. They want to help us succeed. They brought us into this world.
They are important people in our lives.
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But at the same time, this is your life. No one has to wake up every single day
and live this life except for you. Dealing with parents is a tough situation.
However, I do think that if you are reading this book and understanding the
concept I am sharing with you, then you are at the age where you should be
treated as an adult. You have to act like one as well. You cannot have your
cake and eat it too. I never really understood what that meant.
Anyways—I believe the best way to become your own person and not the
person your parents or anyone else wants, is to be extremely respectful,
appreciative, and also transparent. Let others know who you are, what you
believe, what you want to achieve, and the person you want to become.
If you want to be a clown in a traveling circus, it may take time for your
parents to accept that their kid is a clown (unless they’re my parents). They
may cut you off monetarily or disown you but with a little time, everything
will work out. What is most important is that you are happy with the life
you live. In the end, all your parents want for you is to be happy.

TAKE OWNERSHIP OF YOUR LIFE
Next, creating your own personal philosophy means that you take 100
percent ownership and responsibility of your life. Your life is a reflection
of what you do with it. Your current situation is the result of your thoughts
and the actions you took in the past.
The only external factor that you could not control was where you were
born. But now you are old enough to change the things in your life that
you do not like. There is no need to play the victim and blame outside
experiences for the reason you are who you are today. It is obvious that
some people are born in better situations to succeed. It is not where you
were born that makes you succeed but what you do with the challenges that
were given to you.
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When I was in college I joined a fraternity. The fraternity was filled with
students that I thought had a more privileged upbringing than mine. I
would say to myself, “If I was born to a rich family, success would be so
much easier for me.” I used to think that my fraternity brothers had a better
chance to succeed because of the household and network they were raised
in. I began to make excuses and felt that my role in society was to be the
struggling student that was barely making ends meet. I thought that since I
struggled to get where I was, I was going to struggle for the rest of my life.
That was my personal philosophy.
I learned two things during my college years. First, if I blame external
factors for who I am, then I will allow external factors to decide who I
become. If there is something about your life you do not like, it is up to
you to change it. Second, I learned that it is not healthy to base your life
philosophy on negativity. When creating your own personal philosophy,
it is important to know that your attitude greatly influences your beliefs.
If you have a pessimistic view of the world and you think the world is out
to do bad things to you, then your life will be full of challenges. You can
blame the economy or the lack of money, education, and support, but a
lot of people overcome these limiting factors. The reason these individuals
prevailed is because they took responsibility for their own outcomes.
I am not going to lie, bad things are going to happen to you. It’s destined.
But what matters is how you respond to these bad situations. One of my
favorite books by Jack Canfield, The Success Principles, shares a great
formula about being optimistic about the events and experiences in your
life.
“Every outcome you experienced in life (whether it is success or failure,
wealth or poverty, health or illness, intimacy or estrangement, joy or
frustration) is the result of how you have responded to an earlier event or
events in your life.” - Jack Canfield, The Success Principles
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The formula Jack shares is:

EVENT + RESPONSE = OUTCOME
Most of our peers never take ownership for their situations, so they blame
the event for their lack of success. A good example is when one of your
friends blames the referees for why their favorite football team lost.
What Student Accelerators do when they create a personal philosophy is
build a foundation on having a good attitude and taking responsibility of
their emotions. They simply change their responses (R) according to the
way things are (E) until their actions and responses produce the outcome
(O) they want. I know I just shared more math, and I apologize. But I
promise we will never leave basic addition and subtraction.
Another huge reason why it is important to have a positive attitude is that I
do not think there is a way to happiness by being grumpy or negative. Now
I know I said everyone’s definitions of success are different but something
that works for 99.9 percent of people’s definitions includes happiness.
A negative attitude leads to blaming and complaining about the things
in your life. Most negative thoughts or beliefs are influenced by a bad
experience. For instance, you may think all teachers are mean and do
not care about your future because a teacher gave you a zero on a quiz
for arriving one minute late to class. At that moment, you felt upset and
pushed around and thought your teacher was power-hungry.
Also, one of the most annoying things about people who are negative is
they find every explanation in the world for why their lives are so hard. We
all have a friend that is legendary at making excuses. Excuses for why they
did not turn in their homework, why they are not getting hired, why they
missed your birthday party. An excuse is just a response influenced by a
negative attitude.
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If you are not getting the grades, lifestyle, or happiness you want, all the
great excuses in the world will not change anything. The only way to change
your results is to change your response to your current issues.
Once we take full responsibility of our lives and have positive attitudes, it
is time to answer the tough questions (chocolate or cheese cake?). I know
that as young people, these far-fetched questions seem like something only
adults talk about. But the answers to the following three questions will keep
you focused. You also have to realize there is no right answer. In fact, your
personal philosophy will always evolve. It is when you are not clear about
what you want when your actions become indecisive and influenced by
temptation.
Okay, so here is some advice. If you are at an interview, never talk about
politics or religion. If you are writing a book for students all across the
nation, never write about politics or religion. Even though we are talking
about personal philosophy, I will not get into politics and religion. The
Student Accelerator™ works no matter your political standpoint, religion,
spirituality, or faith. It works because it helps you achieve the life you want
to live, not the one I choose for you.
Your personal philosophy will never be developed completely, because as
a human being you are always changing. So in this book we focus on the
basics. You do not have to know who or what created us, what happens
to us after we pass away, or if there is really such a thing as Ancient
Aliens. In order to be a Student Accelerator, all you need is to have a clear
understanding of the following three questions.

QUESTION 1: WHAT WERE YOU PUT ON THIS EARTH TO DO?
This question helps you develop a life purpose and figure out your passion.
I believe we are superheroes with a unique duty to fight evil. I am not
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talking about fighting Megatron or the Joker. I mean the evil that lies
within us that allows us to accept mediocrity and be average. If we are going
to do something, why not do it 100 percent? The first key to answering this
question is asking yourself what you enjoy doing. You need to develop the
passion before you can develop a life purpose.
Your passion is simply what you love to do. It is something that you can do
for the rest of your life. If someone gave you a million dollars to do any job,
what would it be? This job is most likely an untapped passion.

PASSION = WHAT YOU LOVE TO DO
Once you discover the things you feel called to do, ask yourself, “What value
am I going to share with the world or what problem will I fix?” Your life
purpose is something on this earth you were called to do in order to create
value. I believe we are given a life purpose to fulfill and those who take the
time to understand what they’re meant to do live a more productive life.
Without a purpose, it is easier to get sidetracked from accomplishing what
you are destined to do.
When you have the answer to this first question, you will have a clear
understanding of what you love to do and what you are good at. Once you
are able to answer hard questions such as this, it is remarkable how people,
resources, and opportunities will naturally flow your way. It takes time to
answer this question, but by actively thinking you will one day be aligned
with your calling.
After you have identified your life purpose, you will then become impassioned about your calling. It will become the “why” behind everything you
do. You will start seeing actions and milestones you will need to take in order
to accomplish your calling. Your “why statement” becomes the foundation
for everything you do. When times get challenging and you feel lost, you will
go back to this question. And since you have answered it and will continue
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to sharpen and mold your answers, one bad day will not stop you from
achieving your goals.
It will take time to find your calling. It will take time to actively explore
your interests. Your life purpose is what you enjoy doing and the process
you take to create value while doing what you love. Here is an equation that
explains it clearer.

PASSION + THE PROCESS TO CREATE VALUE = LIFE PURPOSE
So many students do not know their life passion. I think this is because
they make it harder than it really needs to be. There are two bumps in the
road that students psychologically put in their way that makes finding their
passion harder than it should be (they would be able to see these bumps if
they stop texting and driving).
The first thing they do is search for jobs that are influenced by the old
economy. They think about the basic old economy jobs like an accountant,
real estate agent, engineer, or lawyer and they say to themselves, “I am not
interested in any of these things!”
A job is in the new economy is getting paid for the value you create. You
transform your life purpose into your dream job by creating value that you
can be paid to create. Now watch me take this math to another level.
A DREAM JOB FORMULA:

PASSION
+ THE PROCESS TO CREATE VALUE
+ EARNING PAYMENT FOR THE VALUE YOU MAKE
= YOUR DREAM JOB
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Since we live in the information age, it is easier than ever before to make
money by doing what you love. You just have to find the people who view
you as an expert and appreciate what you do. Give them advanced value
by offering products, artwork, or services from you. Developing a money
system is something you have to consider when choosing what you want
to do for others. Let’s say you enjoy sleeping and all you want to do is
sleep (not fun), but how will you create value to others or make money by
sleeping? If you can find the answer let me know because I think my mom
would have found her dream job!
The final bump in the road is that we think we need to be naturally good at
something in order for it to be our passion. This is 100 percent false. Yes,
there are superhumans out there that have a knack for doing something
remarkable and they have the potential to be phenomenal. But from my
personal experience and research, I have found that developing skills
always beats natural talent.

DEVELOPING SKILLS > NATURAL TALENT
(This math stuff is getting fun for some reason.)
Natural talent is awesome and there are a lot of people who have excelled,
but they still had to develop the habit of working hard. Most prodigies
actually fail because they were considered to be great without ever having
to work hard or challenge themselves. So the habits of developing their
skills and working on their craft are their Achilles tendon.
I have heard countless students say, “I like doing this but I am not good
at it.” You do not have to be good at something in order for it to become
a passion. Being good at something comes with skill and practice. It takes
years of hard work to become an overnight success. Did you catch that?
People who are recognized in media as an overnight success have actually
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spent several years developing their craft to get where they are today. Do
you think Dirk Nowitzki took his first basketball shot and swished it? Do
you think Justin Bieber’s song “Baby” was the first song he ever made?
It became a number one hit because he had several mediocre songs that
led him to get a record deal. These people are value-making machines that
work themselves every day doing what they love so they can become the
best at it.
Later in the book we will thoroughly evaluate taking committed action and
achieving mastery. The point you need to understand right now is that you
do not have to be innately good at what you love to do. It comes with time.
Once you have answered the question, “What are you called on this earth to
do?” It is then time to ask yourself, “What is success?”

QUESTION TWO: WHAT IS SUCCESS?
The next question forces you to evaluate what is important to you and what
things you want to achieve. What life do you want to live? Are you someone
who wants a posh lifestyle and designer clothes that spends their evenings
attending V.I.P. parties? Or would you rather have a cabin in the Rocky
Mountains where you spend your afternoons skiing and your nights sitting
by the fireplace? You have to figure out what success means to you and
what it looks like.
What do you value? What do the people you think are successful have
that makes them successful? Also, remember that success is a lifestyle.
To achieve the things you want, it is going to take persistent habits and a
lifestyle change to get there.
My current definition of success for myself is finding happiness in everything I choose to do; working toward a mindset of selflessness and love for
relationships, and maximizing opportunities and my potential to create
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value while making a difference in the world that will allow me to have a
legacy bigger than myself.
After you develop your image of success, you need to set yourself at a higher
standard so that you may attain this success.
You then have to ask yourself how you will measure your success. Goals are
a good way to track your success. Having a list of goals is a huge advantage
when you are looking to accelerate your success. Maybe you have a goal
every month or one big goal ever year. Reaching the goals you have set for
yourself is a good way to confirm that you are becoming the person you
want to be.
Remember that success is a lifestyle, not a destination. So when you
complete one goal, it is important to make another goal so you can continue
to improve. This will keep you focused on the bigger picture.
Realize that a Student Accelerator is not someone who just works. It is
important to have a balance between work and a social life. A workaholic
is no better than an alcoholic. Find the balance between work and play
but make sure your work is effective and timely. For instance, tell yourself
there will be no work on Friday nights or all day Saturday. If you need more
social time, make sure you clearly establish work time and personal time.
For me, I even have social goals (you do not need to do this-I’m just weird).
My current biggest social goal is learning how to shuffle. After I heard
the song “Party Rock” by LMFAO, I was hooked on learning the dance.
In 2010, I spent my free time learning how to Dougie. If you have some
advice on how to shuffle or a YouTube video to recommend, let me know
(@EJCarrion)!
Have your parents ever told you to enjoy your young years while you can?
So many educators and older individuals have told me that the work I am
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doing is good but that I better enjoy it while I can because when I get older
I will have to get a “real’ job. To be honest, there are some things as youth
that we need to take advantage of because when we get older there are some
cool things that we will rarely have the opportunity to do, like big games of
hide-and-go-seek or eating unhealthy without gaining any weight.
But contrary to what our parents tell us, I believe that happiness or the
good years of our lives is whenever you want them to be. We just have to
re-take control of our lives. Usually when people are not as happy as they
should be, it is because they stop retargeting their personal philosophies
and fine-tuning their wants and interests. If you think your good years are
behind you, then it will be hard to reach the happiness you once had when
you were a young whipper-snapper.
My grandpa is 75 years old and he walks four hours every single morning.
He travels all the time and is enjoying his life more than ever. A couple
of years ago, he rode in a 100 mile bike race in 100 degree weather. Take
control of your happiness no matter how old you are. Life is too short to
settle for anything less.
When you are creating your own definition of success, it is important to
challenge yourself and make it something rewarding to achieve. Success
is not the same for everybody and your definition of success should not be
something you can accomplish in a short period. Success is a lifestyle, so
your definition should be something that continues to motivate you over
and over again.
A book called Good to Great written by Jim Collins conducted one of the
most famous business studies, which is still referenced today. He and his
team spent over a decade on this one research project to see how a good
company becomes a great company. According to his team’s findings, “All
great companies have an understanding of what they can be the best in
the world at.” It is a realistic belief and a long-term goal that keeps them
envisioning and progressing toward a brighter future.
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I believe this is true for great people as well. If you want to be great at something, you have to have a long-term vision that keeps you going. Decide
what you can be best in the world at. It has to be something realistic and
you must understand how it works. It is not about what you like to be the
best in the world at. It is all about an understanding that if you commit your
time and effort that this long term goal is very achievable.
I am a huge basketball fan and I play at least four times a week. I can say
that I am passionate about the game. But I know that I cannot be the best
in the world at basketball. I will never in my entire life beat Michael Jordan
in the game of basketball. He can be 85 years old and blind and I still would
not be able to beat him. The point I am trying to make here is that when
measuring success, there is a fine line between being too easy on yourself
and unrealistic.

QUESTION THREE: HOW WILL PEOPLE REMEMBER YOU?
Now I am a believer that you should not care what other people think. You
should not allow other peoples’ judgments and opinions affect who you are
and how you communicate. Just slap them in the face if they do not like
you or think that what you are trying to accomplish is stupid (I’m kidding).
The reason it is important to answer this question is not to please others
but to help you identify your character and attitude. The way you should
go about answering this question is to focus on the people that matter to
you the most. Not the people who just know about your obviously beautiful
voice, amazing talent, or accomplishments but the people who genuinely
understand you as a person. The people who love you before you become
famous. They know your personality and have a relationship with you on a
personal level. This would be your family, friends, and the people who have
impacted your life.
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What you have noticed by now is that within these three questions, I ask
you several small questions. By asking you these smaller questions, you dig
deeper into yourself to learn what you really stand for. Do you know those
moments when your parents or someone who you respect is disappointed
in you? You feel guilty and down on yourself. You want to do whatever
you can so they will forgive you. Take some time to list the people that are
important to you and who you do not want to disappoint.
Once you have an idea of the people that matter in your life, think about
what they currently think about you. Does your mom think you are easily
influenced and are going through a phase? Do your friends think you
are egotistical and selfish? Does your professor think you have untapped
potential?
When you consider what others think about you, you begin to truthfully
evaluate how you act around people. Think about the people who look up
to you or the people who Facebook creep on you. What do you want them
to think? What about the decision makers in your life? Like your parents,
coach, dean, boss, etc? Make a list of character attributes you want the
people in your life to associate with you (e.g. hard worker, loyal, funny,
confident, caring, helpful, ambitious).
For the next exercise, think about how you can express these character
traits. What does a hard worker do to be considered a hard worker? People
judge others by their attitude and the actions they take. In addition to the
characteristics you have listed, describe what actions you will need to take
in order to sharpen each characteristic.
Once you know the attitude and personality you want to emulate, it is
important that you take the necessary action that reflects your desired
character. You cannot just be nice when people are around because then
you are just being fake. I know this concept is a little hard to get because
we were raised to think our personality is something we were born with.

54

StudentSuccessAgency.com

ACCELERATE YOUR SUCCESS - EJ CARRION

Where your personality and characteristics come from is watching the people who were close to you when you were younger. This means that the
elements of your attitude and character that you do not like can be fixed.
You just have to consciously change it before it can become an automatic
and involuntary trait.
Now that you have a better understanding of your life and what it stands
for, it is time to build and explore your passion and test your curiosity.
I hope you are feeling good about your new philosophy and that you are
really becoming your own person. Remember that you are responsible
for your own outcome. If you want to change your outcome, change your
responses to the events in your life. Also, a strong personal philosophy can
only be built on a positive attitude. Visit these three questions as often as
you like until you build a strong foundation. In this milestone, I hope you
learned that it is impossible to control the world we live in but it is not hard
for you to dominate your own life.
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Rekindle Your Curiosity
Have you ever had to babysit a little kid? Or were you blessed to live at home
with a baby? Just by observing babies, I’ve come to the belief that humans
were given this huge dose of curiosity. Babies are so in tune with the most
simplistic things. They always have their eyes wide-open and are in awe
about their new life. Little things like turning on the vacuum or changing
channels on the television blow their premature minds. But instead of
talking (because they can’t yet) they just sit there and observe. They ponder
about what is going on.
This curiosity begins to show even more when they become toddlers. They
start walking and exploring the high lands of the grocery store, bank halls, and
community restrooms. They begin to talk and ask questions but every answer
you give them is never clear enough for them. They continue to ask “why?”
Why do we water the grass?
Why?				
Why?				
Why?				
Why?				
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Because the grass has to grow.
So it can stay green.
So our yard can look good.
So we can compete with our neighbors.
Okay, that is enough Johnny.
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You get the point.
As humans, we were given this natural curiosity. It is why we are the most
advanced animals on the planet. We love to find answers to the questions
we do not know or understand. But what I noticed is that once students
begin going to school, their curiosity begins to decrease. They are unable
to see and explore life through their own lens. They are given answers and
knowledge through the same dry method every single day. In kindergarten,
kids are jumping up out of their seats to raise their hands. In third grade
they begin to sit down. Sixth graders’ hands only go up when it does not
cost them to stand out. In ninth grade, students stop raising their hands
altogether. Then in 12th grade all of their curiosity is gone as their heads
lie on their desks.
When I was in my first semester of college, I was given the privilege to hear
Bill Gates’ dad speak. I know you are like, “Lame. What’s so cool about Bill
Gates’ father?” I did not think much of him either until I heard him speak.
Bill Gates Sr. was a very successful lawyer and a huge philanthropist. He
was extremely kind and down to earth. During his presentation, he spoke
about what made his son successful. He talked about the time when his
son told him and his wife that he was dropping out of Harvard. He told
everyone in the audience what he thought propelled his son so far ahead in
business. He said his son never stopped asking “why?” He said that his son
was always wanting to know how things worked and would diligently find
answers to the questions he did not know the answers for.
The point of this milestone is re-connecting with that childhood curiosity
you once had. Going back and looking at the things that got your gears
grinding. As a Student Accelerator, you have to want to learn how things
work, especially the things you are passionate about. When you learn
how things work or how to do something, you are expanding your unique
knowledge. Mind you, learning how to roll your tummy does not count as
unique knowledge. We are not playing the game “look at what I can do.”
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The information you are curious about and learning has to be things that
will create value. I guess rolling your tummy creates entertainment value.
Maybe you can become a belly dancer!
When it comes to kindling your curiosity, look at what your interests are
or the things that you could have a deeper passion for if you gave them the
proper time. To become indispensable, you have to explore far enough into
your passion that you either know niche information or have developed a
skill that helps people. Go deep enough into your passion. Learning will
lead to you understanding the future, how things work, or the process
of the passion you care so much about. That is similar to how financial
advisers work. They understand the financial markets and what companies
are projecting. So people trust their knowledge and pay for their insight.
You can do the same.
If you have a couple of interests that can ultimately lead to a deep passion,
there are ways you can learn more about the subject and expand your
curiosity. They are:
Reading books - If you were anything like me, you hated reading when
you were young. I would have rather done yard work than read a book.
But reading can be a powerful tool. After winning an award at the 2001
Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice Awards, Will Smith said that there is a book
out there for any problem you may have. There have been billions of
people before you who have recorded their problems and experiences in
a book. There are no new problems. The answer to your current issue lies
somewhere in a book. You just have to be curious enough to read it.
I know I am preaching to the choir because you are a reading a book! My
book! I hope I am helping you create a future and build confidence.
Getting lost on the Internet - This is probably the main reason why I never
get enough sleep. I can spend hours on the Internet searching for topics of
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my interest. I enjoy watching How-To videos on YouTube and reading
blogs. A lot of knowledge in the world is not complex. The issue is usually
that we never take the time to actually learn what is stopping us from taking
it to the next level. I spend almost an hour a day reading information on my
industry (Education, Business, Speaking, Writing).
This action step could be the easiest milestone in this entire book. Exploring
on the Internet and searching careers and industries of your liking are
simple and interesting tasks. What I am not talking about doing is searching
for entertainment or something to keep you occupied like “Funny French
Bulldog Puppy” or “Antoine Dodson” (even though I do recommend you
watch these videos in your free time if you have never seen them).
Here are three websites that I would recommend outside of the basic Google
search that would help you explore information about your interests and
stay organized:
FEEDLY.COM - This site is like an online customized newspaper.
It arranges all of your favorite websites and updates when new
content is posted. Their unique cover page keeps all of your 		
subjects in order, which makes it easy to stay updated with the
information that matters most to you.
QUORA.COM - Have a question? Quora has successfully made
the experience of asking questions and receiving answers more
user-friendly. It is a collection of questions and answers created,
edited, and organized by its users. You can follow questions you
are interested in hearing the answers to. Also, top leaders and
professionals answer questions, which gives you expert insight.
ALLTOP.COM - This site helps you answer the question, “what’s
happening” in “all the topics” that interest you. How it works
differently than a search engine is that it collects the headlines of
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the latest stories from the best sites and blogs that cover that
topic. They group their findings into individual web pages. It is
not a website you use to find an answer to your question, but it is
a site that will keep you updated with news on the subjects you
care most about.
Ask Someone Who Knows - Even though a lot of the answers you ever wanted
are now on a computer, it does not hurt to talk to an expert or someone
who is an authority on your passion. Sometimes that personal opinion from
someone you respect makes all the difference. People who are successful at
what you want to do love talking about what they did to get where they are
today. Sometimes asking a local expert a few questions about their industry
can also lead to a free lunch! Successful people like when young people are
bold and willing because they understand that it takes guts to ask a stranger
for their time, especially a busy one.
Also this meeting can lead to internships, a relationship, and opportunities
that you would never imagine. If you make a good impression on the
individual and they are willing to see your potential, your life could do a
complete 180-degree turn around. I can go back to countless lunches and
meetings that led me to where I am today.
When you get curious and explore for knowledge, you build momentum.
The moment turns an interest into a deep passion. You know that feeling
you receive when you invest time in a project? What happens is that your
curiosity will build a connection with the tedious project because you have
invested a lot of your time and effort. Have you ever been invested in something so much that you said to yourself, “I have to get this done!” You stay
up all night engaged in whatever project you had in front of you.
This is how I feel when I think of cheesy witty YouTube raps and videos. I
spend my entire evening video editing and producing podcasts even though
I am an amateur. Sometimes I will skip bathing or eating dinner because
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I am so into the project. Being obsessed with little tasks is the first sign of
developing a passion for something. For example, if you get lost in the act
every time you study for a certain class or when you are making art it could
mean that you have found your passion.
If you are “curious” about my YouTube videos, my channel is EJCarrion.
Curiosity is important for you to hone your passion but knowledge is not
power unless it is applied. In the next milestone, we will explain how the
knowledge you build up with curiosity is at its most powerful when you are
applying the knowledge you have learned.
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Experiment With Your Interests
I remember when I first started speaking. It was in my first year of high school
when I enrolled in the Public Speaking class. The class was mainly for
juniors and seniors, so I was one of two underclassmen. The only real
reason I enrolled in it was because it was a required class and I wanted to
get it over with. The first day of class the teacher gave us our first speech
assignment. We had to do an informative presentation about someone we
admired and share his or her story with the class. It was due in two weeks.
So like the majority of freshmen, I did not start on the assignment until
the night before. The main reason I was holding it off was because I was
nervous and scared about presenting and I had no idea who I wanted to
talk about.
Around 9:00 pm on a Sunday night, I decided that I would do my presentation on Al Capone, the greatest American gangster. This shows you what
kind of kid I was while in school. I went from my freshmen year speaking
about gangs to speaking at leadership conferences my senior year. Life really
turns around when you find your passion. I would have never found my
talent for speaking if I never took that class. Out of the school’s entire Public
Speaking program, I was awarded Outstanding Student in Communications
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Applications. This was a huge accomplishment for me because I was never
a kid who won awards at school.
When the class was over, my teacher suggested that I continue speaking. She
recommended that I look into debate or motivational speaking at summer
camps. Listening to her recommendation, I went to a local summer camp
and spoke to a group of second graders on having a positive attitude. It
was awesome and the students loved it. It was at that very moment when I
realized I had a passion for speaking.

PASSION IS CONFIRMED AFTER CREATING VALUE
It is not until you create value that you know you have found a true passion.
If you enjoy the value you made for someone else and enjoy doing the work,
then a passion of yours has been discovered. To see if your curiosity and
interests amount to true passion, you must be able to apply your skills,
talents, and knowledge to create real value.
You have to be willing to try out your interests. This is why so many
students change their college majors after their junior year. It is because
they were finally able to do valuable work in their field at an internship and
they realized that they actually did not enjoy doing what they studied. You
cannot study something without ever actually doing it to discover your true
passion. Experimenting with your different interests leads to you knowing
what you do and don’t want to do. Eventually you will find your passion.
Something we have noticed at the Student Success Agency when helping
students explore their interests is that many of them would stop being
interested the minute there is hard work involved. It does not matter what
we want to do for a living, it is going to take work. It is finding an interest
that you like enough that you enjoy the work. The experiment phase is like
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a trial stage. If you try one interest out, but do not like it, you can return it to the
world’s storage bank of interests. There is a buffet of opportunities that you
can pursue, but you never really know what the right one is until you try it out.
Experimenting with your interests will also come with making a lot of
mistakes. The deeper you go into exploring, the more mistakes you will
make. True knowledge and learning comes from making mistakes. The
knowledge you learn through hands-on experience will be far more powerful
than the knowledge you receive during the curiosity stage. This is also why
employers value experience and internships over grade point averages. The
new economy judges intelligence not by how much you know but by how
much you do. So the key for you while you are in high school or college is not
only learning and doing well in school, but also creating value and making
an impact. I said this before but I am serious—just because you understand
something and enjoy learning about a subject does not mean that you are
passionate about it. You find your passion when you are actually doing
something. Here are three ways you can experiment with your interests:
Take an active role in an organization or association: The great thing about being
in school is that there is always an organization that supports a focused
issue or an interest you may have. If not, you can always create a group.
Having the chance to start a group is an awesome way to create value for
your school because the club or organization will still be there even after
you graduate.
This is an easy and efficient way to learn about an interest you have and
to see if you really enjoy it. When you are around other people who have
the same interests, you can become motivated and work on projects that
you would not have done if you were not around like-minded people.
Becoming involved with organizations may take a lot of time but you will
gain valuable leadership and communication skills. You also have a chance
to network and meet people who are influencers in your specific interest.
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Many organizations have conferences you can attend so you can network
and meet people in your particular field. Many organizations even give their
members potential chances to compete against other students. So if you are
interested in graphic art and technology you can actually get experience
and compete against other students from around the state or even the
country. It may be competing on a logo design or website competition but
the whole point is that you are creating something and getting that handson experience you need.
Volunteer: There is no better feeling than giving back to people who need
your help. Most of the time, you actually get more in return when you do
something for others. There is not a community, organization, or company
that would not appreciate free work. To take your experimentation or
interest even deeper, you may want to consider volunteering your time.
The experience you get is more valuable than a paycheck. I know we would
much rather prefer a paid internship or opportunity, but I want to let you
know it is not about the money.
There are many unpaid internships that could provide ample learning
opportunities for the field of your interest. Companies and organizations
know that you are a novice learner so they’re cutting down on the money
they’re investing in interns. You must understand that companies and
organizations are doing you a favor by letting you work on their team and
get experience. Also, volunteer internships usually come with less rules
and regulations so you are able to float around the company and take
action where needed. If you can create value and help a group out while
volunteering, they will be more likely to offer you a job in the future because they know you are a committed team player.
Find ways to make money in your interest: The only thing that is stopping you
from making money in what you want to do is yourself. As students, we
think we are incapable of becoming a professional while in school. In my
opinion, being able to make money while experimenting with your
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interests is a win-win situation. Paid internships are a traditional way of
experimenting in an interest.
Another way you can experiment is by becoming a freelancer. A freelancer
is someone who makes money on his or her own accord, meaning that
you make as much money as you work. Let’s say you are interested in
photography, but instead of working for someone you went out and found
people who needed pictures. You would be self-employed and make more
money as your clientele increased. This model works well for a wide range
of interests and is a good way to create value. If you have a specific skill
or talent, this is a great way to get experience and make money. If you are
an accounting student, rather than getting an internship and shredding
papers, you could charge small businesses in your community a small fee
to manage their finances. When I started the Student Success Agency, I
would have loved an affordable and reliable accountant. Companies and
colleges are really impressed when they see students who are freelancers
successfully making money at their craft. It shows that you are good at what
you do.
Not enough students take this step even though it is a vital part to finding
your passion. It is okay if you do not find your passion on your very first
experimentation because it usually takes time and trial and error. The
problem with most students is that they just never try it out. They expect
their passions to just come to them.
The point of The Student Accelerator™ is to build up the amount of
action you take. It is not time for dreaming and allowing your future to
slip away. Be active and take action. This milestone is the first sign of you
taking initiative and control of your future. The next milestone explains
the importance of committing to a passion that is wrapped with a purpose.
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Commit To A Purpose
To succeed at anything takes commitment. It is what separates those who are
serious about becoming great and those who do not have the will to stay
focused. In order to be a good student, son or daughter, parent, or spouse,
it takes commitment. If you want to have a positive future and control of
your life, it takes commitment to take necessary action in order to get the
results that you want. Without commitment, a single action in the right
direction is just a spurt of light that will dim down in the long term. In this
milestone you will learn the importance of committing to a purpose so that
you can be fueled to take consistent action.
If you have not found your passion, it is important for you to repeat steps
two (Rekindle Curiosity) and three (Experiment With Interest) until you
are able to commit yourself to a purpose. This does not mean you have
to stop reading or learning the process we are sharing in this book, you
will just be more prepared for it when the time comes. It is also important
that you go through step one (Reflecting On Your Own Philosophy) of The
Student Accelerator™ at least once a week. It does not matter if you are
ready to commit your life to a dream or purpose, staying conscious of what
your life looks like is important throughout this process.
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Commitment to consistency is what makes winning teams, loyal friends,
and good people. It is those individuals who, day-in and day-out, produce
results on a consistent basis that succeed.
Look at the amazing young people who are already doing extraordinary
things at your age: Justin Bieber, Kevin Durant, Mark Zuckerberg, and
Daniel Gomez Ifiiguez, Dale J. Stephens, Sarah Kay, Catherine Cook. These
people have committed to being the best at what they do at a very young
age. Do you think that at 12 years old, Justin Bieber considered trying
skateboarding or other interests he may have had? No, he knew he wanted
to be the best singer of his generation and that is what he set his mind on
to go out and do. The earlier you commit to being the best in the world at
something, the quicker you will be able to achieve it.

BUCKLING DOWN AND GETTING SERIOUS
Before this milestone, there was free range for you to really do whatever
you wanted as long as you were reflecting, learning, and experimenting but
now it is time to take a mature step. Some of us are not ready to take this
step so do not feel pressured. It is different for every person. But it is still
important to understand that sometime in your life, you will commit to
something and at that time you will be ready to take the steps that I am
sharing with you. I do not want you to feel rushed or hurried to commit
your life to a purpose. Commitment is a step for those who are positive they
know what they want to do. If you cannot commit to a purpose right now,
commit to being the best you.
Also, it is okay to uncommit if you find that what you are doing is unpleasant. Even those short periods of commitment will open doors and opportunities for you that you would have never seen if you did not commit to
a goal or dream. What I am advising is that if you are unsure of what you
want to do, it is vital that you commit your efforts into finding what you
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want to do and not stop until you come to a conclusion. This time of
exploration is an exciting period for you, so do not feel disappointed or
worried that you have not found your life purpose. You will find your
purpose, it just takes patience. Enjoy your life and continue to reflect, learn,
and experiment. All this is a part of being the best you can possibly be.
For those of you who have implemented the first three steps and found a
purpose that moves and inspires you, it is time to commit the work to get
to where you want to go. Being great is not easy. Doing the work takes time,
patience, and endurance. You know you are ready to commit to something
when there is this itch and feeling in your body that makes you want to just
go. You are done waiting and going through the motions and realize it is
time to take action. It is time to be great.
You have to be willing to pay the price in order to achieve what you want
the most. Our generation is naturally impatient because we want to have
everything now. We want faster phones, Internet speed, and computers.
Having something faster is a huge benefit for our generation.
While working in the Student Success Agency, we tell our students that
they have to be patient and stick to their plans. We help them create a plan
for their future and assist them on writing specific daily action steps that
they need to take. Without this assistance, there would have been several
students who would have quit because they did not see results within the
first week.
I deal with this too. I mean listen to me! I am so impatient that I founded
The Student Accelerator™ so that I can succeed faster. I do not like talking
about this, but when I was in college and would walk to class, I would
sometimes feel that walking took way too long so I would decide to run. It
was not that I was going to be late, I really just got tired of the time it took
to get to class. Also, since I travel a lot I try to be as efficient as possible
when I am at the airport. I have my ticket on my phone so it can be scanned
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right from the screen. I wear slip-on shoes but not a belt or watch. And if I
am wearing a coat, I put the items I need and any other small things I have
in my coat pockets.
I am working on my patience and realize that I need to invest in some
meditation or yoga. I created The Student Accelerator™ because I was
frustrated with doing exactly what everyone told me to do and never getting
any results. What I have learned the hard way is that success is gained
through the process of momentum.

GET THE BALL ROLLING
I want you to imagine that a big concrete ball is in the middle of your path
and you have to roll it across an entire football field and dump the massive
object into the Grand Canyon. You realize that it is going to take a huge jolt
of energy to just move the ball one measly inch. You go up to the ball, get
into position, and take a couple of deep breaths to build up your confidence.
Then, groaning and sweating, you put everything you have into your first
push of the huge boulder. You know that if you can just get it to budge the
first inch, then rolling it will become much easier as you gain momentum.
Once the ball makes its first full roll, you can feel that all of your hard work
is starting to pay off. By the halfway point, you realize that there is so much
momentum that you now have a new challenge of managing the ball’s
speed.
There will be a time in your life that you will have so much going for you
that you are not going to be able to handle all of the great things and success
coming your way. But for now, you have to give everything you have to get
the ball rolling. You will never fail if you allow yourself to commit because
if you never stop trying you will one day succeed. It may not be the first
attempt or the second attempt, but never giving up on your dreams is
crucial to living a successful life.
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One of the posters in my office is of one of my favorite athletes, Lance
Armstrong, a seven-time Tour De France (Super Bowl of cycling) winner.
And some of these wins came after he battled cancer. Lance was an
incredible athlete and his body was made for biking. People thought that
once he was diagnosed with cancer and had to go through treatment that he
would never be the same cyclist. He has proven the world wrong and goes
down as one of the greatest American athletes of all time. The poster is a
picture of him biking up the Alps with his quote:
“Pain is temporary, it may last a minute or an hour, or a day, or a year,
but eventually it will subside and something else will take its place. If I
quit, however, it lasts forever.”
You have to be able to go through the pain that most people are not willing
to endure so that you than can achieve the success that others don’t. It
means hanging in there a little longer than the person next to you. The
difference between failure and success is minute.
In the last 25 years of golf, the average margin of victory in all the major
tour- naments combined was less than three strokes. Olympic athletes
commit 4 years of their lives practicing at least 4 hours a day to make it to the
big stage. But the time between medaling and not medaling is significantly
shorter than training time. In 2004, the difference in medaling and nonmedaling times for the eight hundred meter race was only 0.71 seconds.
At the Indy 500, the average margin of victory in the last 15 years was 1.53
sec- onds. The driver who wins receives twice as much as the person who
came in second.
All it takes to turn your purpose into reality is putting in a little more
effort—committing to taking action and consistently doing the little things
that make a huge difference.
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In conclusion to the Passion stage of The Student Accelerator™, knowing
yourself and taking the time to do so will help you paint a better picture
of what you can be the best in the world at. Greatness is achieved by long
periods of commitment. I believe that committing your life to something is
the most mature thing any human can do. It is something that takes work
and endurance. It is why there are more marriages that end up in divorce
than happily ever after. Commitment is hard. It is hard to stay focused and
on path. When committing to long-term success, you will end up becoming
the best you.
After you know what success means to you and have committed to a life
purpose, it is time to take action. In the Action stage you will learn how to
manage your time, meet the right people, be efficient and still have fun, and
promote yourself so that you can achieve success.
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Before now, everything you have done in the book was to prepare you to live your
ultimate life. Now that you have a direction and know what you want to
achieve, it is time to take action. About 65 percent of students fail during
the Passion stage of The Student Accelerator™. Another 25 percent will
end up failing at taking the action that is needed in the Action stage. Only
ten percent of students will actually take the initiative and action needed
in order to succeed.
Congratulations on becoming a part of the minority who will take action.
Having a plan and a passion for something is half the battle. If you ask the
majority of your friends what their future plans are, most of them will say,
“I do not know.” You should feel confident and relieved that you know what
you want to do because that puts you in control of your life. The question
is, “Are you willing to put in the work?” There is no difference between a
student who does not know what they want to do and a student who knows
what they want to do but never takes action. The difference between success
and being average is putting in the work.
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Action is just sitting down and doing what needs to be done without
excuses. All your life you have been told to prepare to live and that if you
prepare well enough you will be great at mastering the real world. So it
is in our natural mindset to prepare for our next step. I ask that you stop
preparing, planning, and waiting for the perfect moment.
Success comes from trial and error. It comes from strumming your guitar
even though it is your first time playing it. Learning the proper technique
and form is something that will come once you have taken action obliviously
with no care in the world. Learning how to do what you want and love comes
from taking action. I know this is a different approach than we are taught in
the “one-size-fits-all” track of life, where you read out of textbooks, listen to
your teacher lecture, and take tests to show off your knowledge.

LEARN AS YOU GO
Knowledge in the new economy is not what you know, it is what you can
do with what you know. No one learns how to ride a bike by reading the
directions in a book or watching someone else ride in a YouTube video.
We may learn the general steps for riding a bike from an outside source,
but the only way we can truly learn how to ride a bike is to get on one. You
must be the one pumping the pedals and steering in the right direction. You
are the only one that can keep yourself balanced and going. This process
of gaining knowledge is the hands-on, learn-as-you-go method. To truly
understand and master a subject, skill, or passion, you must take direct
action and learn from your experiences. We do not become the person we
want to be by learning it in a book.
The learn-as-you-go method is the method we use with our students in the
Student Success Agency. For example, one of our students wanted to get
into producing movies so we challenged her and assigned her a task during
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the Action stage to produce a short film. The student said she could not
make a movie because she did not have the right equipment and knowledge
about how to cut film. Her personal success agent persistently encouraged
her that she would learn how to make the movie as she went. In two weeks,
the student borrowed her friend’s Flip camera and used the editing software
on the computers at her high school to make a film. After the project, she
took her first film production class and learned the basic rules and tools for
the software systems. She even told her success agent that her second film
would be even better because of all the new things she learned. Without
taking action, students become encyclopedias instead of problem solvers.
After we are able to move past the old way of learning and doing, it is time to
break through our own natural barriers. We all have our own psychological
barriers that make us feel that we should try to do as little work as possible
because it is not fun. I mean when I was in high school I did only enough to
just get by. Throughout our student life we have been forced to do work that
we did not enjoy. Anytime the word “work” was brought up we were either
doing homework or household chores. It is natural for us to be against
doing work. There are a lot of other things we would much rather prefer
doing like sleeping in, watching a movie, going to the mall, hanging out
with friends, or playing video games.
These activities are all fun things that you should enjoy doing. It is just
doing them in the right manner and in moderation. Look at it this way—if a
student continues to live their life only doing the activities I listed above, in
ten years they will still be in the same place. If you are serious about moving
forward and making changes in your life, it takes valuable work. It is not
the individual who is best at the work or the most talented, but the person
who commits to doing more work right and well that is the most successful.
During this stage of The Student Accelerator™, there is no need to be a
perfectionist. If we worry about every detail we would never take flight and
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allow our actions to become of any value. You have to be willing to do work
and be critiqued and criticized before you can become an expert in your
field or accomplish any larger purpose. You are a student and a novice
artist who is not expected to paint a masterpiece on your first try.
An individual’s life is measured by the work they have achieved. The
people who are in your textbook or winning awards are people who are
getting recognized because of the work they have done. Without focus
and consistent hard work, we will never live up to our full potential or be
recognized for the person we have become.
The most challenging part is that we have to separate work and play.
Have you ever been in a study group? Do you see all of the extra noise
and distractions that go on at a study table? I am sure you have witnessed
people checking their Facebook, texting about what they are going to do
on the weekend, or chatting with one another about how the professor is
mean. These study breaks actually end up lasting longer than the work that
needs to be done. There needs to be a time in your schedule to just sit and
do work.
Through my research and relationships with dozens of highly successful
individuals, I have noticed that all of them take time to simply work. When
I wrote this book, I completed the first draft in four weeks. I spent four
hours a day, five days a week just writing. I would go to my office, sit at
my desk, turn off my phone, Internet, and music and just write. I would
not edit or go back and look at what I wrote or how I was writing, I would
just do it. During breaks, I would check my e-mail or phone to see if there
was anything I needed to handle. Once my workday was up I would eat,
play basketball with my friends, go swimming, or read a book. When you
dedicate time in your schedule to just work on the things that you need to
get done, you are able to dedicate more time to things that you also enjoy
like friends and entertainment.
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START WITH THE BIGGEST TASK FIRST
Brian Tracy is a highly successful entrepreneur, high performance coach
and expert, and national best selling author who has written over 30 books.
In his book Eat That Frog!, he explains that if you woke up every morning
and ate a live frog, then the rest of your day would be okay and enjoyable.
How could your day get any worse after eating a live slimy frog? The only
thing I can think of is getting eaten by a frog.
Now Brian is not really trying to tell us to go out to a pond, find Kermit the
Frog, and eat him. What Brian is metaphorically telling us is that the frog
is the biggest and most painful task that we need to do each day. Most of
the time when we start our work we usually do the easiest and least important tasks. We try to complete all of the easy tasks and leave the one that
matters for the end of the day. After a couple of hours of doing small tasks
and wasting time, we are too exhausted and unmotivated to do anything of
importance. So the most important thing that needs to get done is left for
the next day.
The longer we hold off the difficult task, the harder it becomes to actually
complete it. What Eat That Frog! tells us is that every morning we must
do the most important or most difficult tasks first so that the rest of the
day becomes smoother and not as challenging to manage. Every time we
postpone or hold off on a project or task, we get this big giant hairy gorilla
on our back that continues to grow and bother us. Instead of taking care of
what needs to be done, the pain of knowing you have this big task you still
need to accomplish is much harder to manage than actually sitting down
and doing it.
One of the most productive systems I use is what I call the BIG 3. For the
BIG 3, I make a list by ranking the importance of all of the things that I
need to accomplish for the day. The top three things on my list are the most
crucial tasks for the day, and therefore I do those first. Just because this
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system works for me, does not mean it will work for you. Later in milestone
eight, I will help you build your own productive work system and give you
tips and tools that will help you tackle your biggest goals and tasks.
Being busy does not mean using your time for personal matters and
answering e-mails all day. What that is called is being unorganized. Being
busy is doing work that matters. The two types of work that we need to do
in order to turn our passion into a profession is create value and promote
the value we are creating. I will talk about promoting your work in the next
milestone. In the meantime, understand that work is not staying busy replying to e-mails, it is doing things that make a difference or create value.
To make doing the work easier, it is important to build an environment
where you can be the most productive. Build your own Bat Cave or laboratory
where all of your work takes place. You may need to go to the library and
put your headphones on so you can listen to some nature sounds. You
may need a lot of noise or have motivational objects or pictures of your
family members. Create your own habitat for success. For me, I work in
my office. There is nothing in it but a computer, phone, and desk. I keep it
clean and never eat or leave trash in there. I work well in a simple and neat
environment without a lot of noise. Take the time to find what works for
you and start taking action toward your purpose.
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Promote Yourself
Okay, so by now you are taking action, creating value, and learning as you go. You
have come a long way and feel your life transforming. But what if I tell you
that the rest of this book gets even better? This milestone alone has the
tips and steps needed in order to be great and holds one of the greatest
secrets to becoming successful. The reason it is a secret is because in the
old economy and the “one-size fits all” track to success, this idea and tool
was frowned upon. It symbolized that you were untrustworthy and a scam
artist. It was a profession and skill never taught in college. It is something
that even you may think is negative. But I promise it is what separates
those who make it and those who fall through the system. The first half
was finding what you wanted to do and doing it. The second half is doing it
and making a living doing it.
In society, one of the most judgmental questions asked is, “What job are you
working toward?” When people ask this, most of them will automatically
judge your success by what occupation you choose. Your parents would be so
proud if you told them you wanted to be a doctor, lawyer, or engineer. Heaven
forbid if you told them that you wanted to be a journalist, teacher, or mechanic. People tend to gravitate to good and bad jobs because of prestige and
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money. It saddens me when I see countless freshmen enroll into pre-med
courses just because they think they will make a lot of money one day.
Money should not be the reason you choose your profession. You need to
choose your profession in the way you will one day choose your spouse if
you decide to get married. You need to choose your profession based on
how much you love the work and what the work means to you. The money
will come not by your occupation but how well you promote yourself and
make a difference in people’s lives.
When people ask you what you do for a living, the last thing they want to
hear is that you are a car salesman, insurance salesman, or telemarketer.
Before you can even finish your sentence, people are already running away
as fast as they can.
But you know what is funny? It does not matter the occupation, your job
is a salesman. All your success in life comes from how well you can sell the
value you make or provide for the public. It is key that we all understand
this concept. If you are creating value by making music, writing novels, or
cutting lawns, the success of your work lies in the hands of how much you
sell the value you are creating.
This is true for all professions. The lawyers, carpenters, barbershop owners,
and lemonade stands that succeed are the ones that are the best in making
sales. You can be the best at what you do, but the individual who helps the
most people and succeeds most often is the person who works the hardest
at selling their passion and work.

I’M NOT TRYING TO BE A NEGATIVE NANCY
Up until now, you have found what you wanted to do and have grown a
passion that will fuel you to be great. You have started taking action and
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creating value and everything is going well. But I do not want you to think
that just because we are creating all this value that people are just going
to start buying it and supporting what you do. You have to be willing to
promote what you are doing and share your talents with others. Right now
all the value you create is worth nothing to a lot of people. I am not trying
to be rude or hypocritical. I know you are doing great things. The point of
this milestone is to help you promote all the great things you are doing. You
do not have a profession until you are consistently making money. Before
you make money, all you have is a hobby. This milestone and in fact the rest
of this book will help you promote yourself and assist you on turning your
new passion into a profession.

YOU ARE IN CONTROL OF YOUR CONFIDENCE
Before I can teach you any tips or strategies in promoting yourself and
developing sales techniques, I need you to go back to your personal
philosophy and remember what you stand for as a human being. What
characteristics, mindset, and attitude do you carry with yourself that makes
you the person you are today? It does not matter what people call you or
what job title you have. You are defined by the identity you created during
the first milestone, not your occupation.
This is where your confidence has to flair high. Most people base their
personal image and confidence on what others say or think about
them. Student Accelerators base their confidence on what they think of
themselves. When I first learned about sales, my sales mentor had me read
a book written by David Sandler, a sales guru and founder of the Sandler
Selling System, which is used by thousands of companies today. The book
shares that sales is the hardest profession to get into even though everyone
is in it; they just are not admitting it to themselves.
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In the book, he explains that you need to judge your success by your identity
and what you stand for as an individual. Do not judge it by your role as a
salesman because if you do you will go through an emotional rollercoaster.
There will be days when people will not like the value you create. And there
will be days when it seems like the whole world is on board with what you
do. This can be exhausting. Have the confidence and continue to create
value. Realize that when you promote yourself or show off your skills that
you are a part of the minority that is actually making a difference by being
themselves.
I learned the importance of sales and this concept while working with
Extreme Entrepreneurship Education. The company has been nationally
recognized and has been listed in Inc. Magazine’s Top 30 companies owned
by entrepreneurs under the age of 30. The owners of the company told me
that they achieved most of their success by the consistent effort on making
sales calls and appointments. I will not get into those details because this
is not a book for business, but I would be lying to you if I told you this
chapter was not influenced by business. I have learned a lot from business
and entrepreneurship, and the strategies and tips to becoming a successful
business are similar to the tips needed to become a great individual.
“I am not a businessman. I’m a business.. man!”
Jay-Z
The Student Accelerator™ is about becoming your own personal brand.
This is a lot like a business. We have to do valuable work and market our
work to the public to find followers or loyal supporters. You should think
of your own skills and passion as a business. The better your skills get, the
more people will pay for your services. The more selling you do, the better
chance you have to work full-time doing what you love. Personal brands
and businesses are about marketing and positioning yourself or a product
as valuable. Those who succeed in the art of sales are the people who
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understand business and realize that just because you are good at what you
do does not mean you will get recognized.
When we start turning our passion into a profession what we need to do
is focus on selling first and then creating value. It is less efficient to create
value and then try to sell it because what if no one likes the value you
created? If you start selling your value first, you can see what the market is
looking for so that you can spend your time and money creating value that
people want. A good balance would be half-and-half. The majority of the
action you take on your goals should either be creating value or promoting
your value. Even if you spend an hour a day selling what you are doing, you
will be sprinting to success. Selling is like doing the little things that the
majority of people will not do. The new economy is tough and selling is the
key to beating the system.
A very important point I want to address is that the art of selling is not a tool
used for you to make money. Well it is—but if your primary goal in life is to
have a lot of money then you are being a salesperson for the wrong reasons.
Learning sales can help you build a following and make a difference. Yes,
you can make a lot of money with the model I am sharing with you, but if
your only goal in life is to make money then you are doing what you love for
the wrong reason. I am sharing the importance of selling because in order
to make a difference you have to be able to sell your idea or vision.
You have to be able to influence people and help them follow your cause
and purpose. Selling is important regardless if you are in the business of
making money or making a difference. I just hope that you would be more
focused on making a difference. The money will come if you create valuable
work that can truly help enough people. Focus on being bigger than money.
Focus on making a difference and being a leader for the change you want
to see in the world.
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When I first started the Student Success Agency and was very passionate
about the business side of the company, I made all of my goals based
on money. The decisions I made were influenced by how much money I
could get instead of by the difference I wanted to make in the world. When
making money was my main focus, I realized that I was unhappy because
I continued to judge my success by the money I had in the bank and the
material things I owned (which was not much). Happiness in life is about
living your passion and making a difference bigger than yourself. And
you will make a bigger difference by learning the technique of sales and
marketing.
My purpose in life is to help young people succeed by helping them learn
the tools of success that are not taught in school while decreasing the
unemployment rate for recent college graduates. If I focused on money, I
would have never been able to establish the Student Success Agency and live
out my passion of helping others succeed. It makes me happy knowing that
I wake up every day helping students find their passion while employing
college graduates who are struggling in a tough economy. I could have
never made this successful organization without selling and pitching my
movement to people. If you want to make change in this world, you have to
be able to promote and sell your idea.

WORRY ABOUT YOUR OWN FAME
The reason you should sell is because success is not what you know. It
is not even who you know. It is who knows YOU! For instance, I know
Will Smith, but that does not help me because Will Smith does not know
me. I have seen all of Will Smith’s movies and avidly watched The Fresh
Prince of Bel-Air. I felt that I knew Will Smith and that I could relate to
his personality and life philosophy. The problem with Mr. Smith and my
relationship is that he has no clue who I am. He has never heard of me,
seen me speak, hired to me to coach Jayden or Willow, and has never read
my book. It is easy to say that Will Smith does not know me. The way to

88

StudentSuccessAgency.com

ACCELERATE YOUR SUCCESS - EJ CARRION

successful promoting is having people who know who you are. How do you
get people to learn about you and what you do? Selling.
Now look, I know this milestone might not be the most exciting and you
may really despise the idea of being a salesperson. I know how you feel. To
this day I still have a hard time selling what I do and who I am. It is a skill I
am continuing to get better at because I understand its importance. I have
literally been told by dozens of successful people that becoming comfortable and good at selling is the primary skill they learned in order to become
successful.

SALES PEOPLE IN THE NEW ECONOMY
Some of our students in the Student Success Agency really struggled with
promoting the music they made or the business they started. Once most
students realize the importance of sales and promotion, they begin to think
that they were not made for business. Most people are not natural salesmen.
We feel uncomfortable because we hate the idea that we are making other
people feel vulnerable or we feel that we are wasting their time.
In sales, the key is that you have to believe in the value you create. Because
if you do not feel confident in your own product or skills, it is impossible to
get others to have confidence in what you are doing. The way you stay loyal
to your supporters and customers is that you commit hard work and time
to doing whatever it is you are promoting. Sales is easy if you are promoting
good services and value.
A lot of students in the Student Success Agency have challenges succeeding in this part of The Student Accelerator™ model. They think it is wrong
to sell things to people. I understand this feeling. All our lives we have been
told that salesmen are people who try to scam others and rip people off to
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get their money. Salesmen are perceived as people who do not care about
their customers and they only care about how much money they can make
off them. Sadly, there are salesmen out there who do not know how to sell
and give the art a bad name. It is the same way that a few bad cops give the
police force a negative public image.
As a salesperson, what you are truly doing is cutting down the barriers
between your customer and the value you can give them. Since there are
some bad salesmen out there who are extremely pushy, people have learned
to put up barriers and stop salesmen from trying to take advantage of them.
The minute a person pitches a product or idea to another individ- ual, you
immediately see the barriers come up. The goal for you is to remove the
barriers so that you can help them see the value you create.
You help them see how you can help them live a better, quicker, happier, or
more entertaining life. By not going out there and sharing your information,
you are keeping the people who need your product from knowing it even
exists. In the new economy, people are upset and aware of all the pushy
marketing and advertising that goes on. The average person sees over
5,000 ads a day and deals with salesmen everywhere they go. It is your job
to help break down these barriers and show people the value you can create
for them. Your value is actually not value at all if no one appreciates the
work you are doing.
In the rest of the milestone, I will give you some basic selling tips that have
helped me along the way to promote and sell the value that I so passionately created. Remember that if you are not creating value, then you should
be promoting your value. Selling your value is equally as important as
making value. You need to help people see the value you can provide and
that change you can make in their lives. Here are some tips to becoming
better at sales without looking like a sketchy car salesman.
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BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WITH YOUR FOLLOWERS
A lot of my knowledge and understanding of sales in the new economy
comes from an expert named Gary Vaynerchuk, the New York Times Best
Selling Author of Crush It! and owner of an online wine retailer. Gary is
successful because he is extremely hardworking but understands the
importance of building relationships and giving value to his customers
even before they buy. You can see Gary at his website, WineLibraryTV.com,
where every Monday through Friday he does a ten minute show about wine
that is 100 percent value driven. He does not try to sell anything while on
his show. He really is just there to help. He judges and recommends wine
according to different price budgets and tells his followers some good wines
to drink according to the seasons. He has over a million Twitter followers
and tens of thousands of people that watch his show every day.
Gary is an amazing individual who cares about his customers and believes
in providing value for them regardless if they buy wine. Gary is a tell-itlike-it is kind of guy and has consulted for several Fortune 500 companies.
His main advice is that in the new economy you have to actually care about
your customers.
Most salesmen are just focused on closing the sale. You on the other hand
are promoting yourself by caring about the individual first. You have to
be more interested in helping them than making a sale. When you build
a relationship, people begin to trust you. They appreciate you helping
them and investing your time to help them. It is easy for people to buy
from their family, friends, or the people they follow on Facebook. The more
trust they have in you, the easier it is for them to feel comfortable buying
from you. There is no reason to just throw your value in people’s faces. The
beauty about creating value is that in order for it to resonate it has to be
appreciated.
When you sell or promote yourself you need to build relationships with
people, invest time, and care about their well being. In fact, your main job
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as a value creator is to build relationships. The two strategies that have
helped me share my value with others are getting involved with my
community and building real followers online through social media.
I want you to realize that your real job is not the value created, it is becoming
a leader and someone people know in their community and online. Your
job is to be a connector who values relationships and helps others succeed.
People know you because you are involved in Eagle Scouts, sing in your
church’s choir, help with your school’s project graduation, volunteer at the
animal shelter, and coach a little league soccer team. You are someone who
is plugged in everywhere and is seen as a giver.
Let’s say you are a photographer and you are extremely involved in your
community. If there is someone that goes to your church or is involved in
the same philanthropy as you that needs wedding pictures or family photos,
they will automatically think of and trust you. Why? You have already
spoken with them and established a relationship. You did this without ever
trying to sell them on photography. You told them about your photography
and some of your success, but you never tried to push a sale. Without even
trying, you have gained another follower and client.
This process of building relationships with as many people as possible
will lead to an automatic following. The great thing about relationship
marketing is that the value is bigger than the money you make. You become
an influencer who gains advocates that love and support the value you
create even after the transaction is made. Be serious about the relationships
you make with people. Try to remember names and connect with these
people through social media. Like and comment on good things that are
happening in their lives and let them feel noticed and appreciated by you.
It is in our DNA to want to help someone who has helped them.
Social media is a great way to continue relationships. But the greatest
advantage of social media is that you can build a following of people who
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have never met you in person. The reason you connect is because they
appreciate the value you create online. With YouTube, blogging, chat
rooms, forums, and messaging, you can create value online and help people
who are not even in the same location. A great way to promote yourself is to
take all the value you create and display it online. Look at how many people
have become famous because of YouTube. You have great singers like
Justin Bieber and not so great singers like Rebecca Black whose lives have
changed because of the value they posted online. If you are a come- dian,
rapper, spoken-word poet, painter, singer, or graphic artist, you should be
posting what you do on the Internet. It is vital that you create value and let
people view your work and connect with you freely.
This style of selling takes time but there is a long-term benefit to it. At first,
do not get disappointed when you see that not a lot of people are viewing
your value. It takes time as well as consistency. You have to continue to
post and provide value online. Even though it does not seem like anyone
is watching what you do, there is someone who wants more and is excited
to see your next upload. The number will grow by word-of-mouth. Back
in the day when your grandparents were your age word-of-mouth meant
telling 40 people. But now word-of-mouth is telling hundreds of people. It
is people tweeting about what you are doing and posting comments on your
blog or Facebook page.
Social media allows you to build a community and following around what
you do. You just have to be willing to stay consistent and focused on the
long-term benefit. It will take you months and probably a few years until
you build the following you want online. But the more content and places
you make yourself available online the better. In the Student Success
Agency we always give students an objective to post their value on the
Internet. It seems like an easy task but so many of the students are afraid
of what people online will say about their work. They are afraid that people
will not like their content and what these people will post. Remember
that you have to be willing to be criticized and judged. Look at negative
comments and follower feedback as chances to improve and learn.
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Companies pay millions of dollars to get customer feedback, but with the
Internet you can get feedback for free.
I am not a tech guru by any means, but even I realize that the power of
the Internet is so important that it could be the topic of an entire book
in itself. What I do know is that Internet and the social boom has made
the world a lot smaller. The Internet allows you to build a community and
your own celebrity status. It even allows you to be everywhere at once and
build followers completely on the other side of the world. As a motivational
speaker, I love using social media. It allows me to stay connected with the
audience after my presentations are over. I have stayed connected with
some students who heard me at a couple of my first presentations. I have
stayed in touch with students who I spoke to when they were in high school
who are now graduating from college. I hope that after you read this book
you will want to stay in touch with me online. I want to build a relationship
that goes much further than this book (tweet @ejcarrion).
Remember that building relationships online and getting involved in your
community are two huge benefits you can use to promote yourself and
build a following. If you want more information on how to use the Internet
to market yourself and maintain relationships I advise that you read and
follow Gary Vaynerchuk (@GaryVee).

BE ABLE TO HANDLE THE WORD ‘NO’
Sales is one of the hardest art forms to master because of the psychology
behind it. But since you are a Student Accelerator you will get better at it
with age and time. The reason it is so hard is because we hate hearing the
word ‘No’. We do not like people not agreeing or not wanting the same
things as us. It sometimes feels worse to get a no than if someone makes
fun of you. When you promote and inform people about the value you
create, it is important that you be ready for the people who simply say—No.
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The people who are really good at sales are the individuals who can handle
rejection and not be fazed or affected. Sales is a numbers game and you
have to be willing do get through the no’s so that you can find the yes’s.
Sales is a numbers game and the minute you let no’s stop you, you will
never find the people who want the value you are creating. I guarantee that
you will get more no’s than yes’s. According to some sales books, the ratio
is eight no’s to one yes. You will get more people who do not want your
value than who do. You just have to play the numbers game and continue
to increase the number of people you speak to about your idea.
The tough part is dealing with rejection. It is hard to sell and promote your
idea when the majority of your working day deals with you being told no,
having doors slammed in your face, and people hanging up on you because
they think your value is lousy. Look at it this way, let’s say you sell your
value to someone and they say no, you are in the same predicament that
you were in before you asked him or her to take any action. You are still in
the same place you were before that person told you no.
The reason you deal with the no is because you cannot afford losing a yes.
For instance, if you did not ask someone for their help because you were
worried they were going to say “no” you could lose a valuable “yes” that
would have helped you get closer to your passion. You deal with the no’s so
you can possibly find a follower or supporter who will say yes.

ASK QUESTIONS AND IDENTIFY YOUR PROSPECTS’ PAIN
Currently most salespeople push their ideas and talk about features and
benefits with the people they are prospecting. They do 80 percent of the
talking, the rapid firing off of all their benefits and features. After they spill
their guts out and complete their pushy pitch they then establish a call to
action about a once in a lifetime offer. They think because the prospect
listened, that they will receive another transaction. What actually happens
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is that they go home frustrated and upset because no one wants to buy the
value they are promoting. But the real issue is that he or she never took the
time to get to know their prospect and listen.
Remember that people have an easier time buying from someone they trust.
When you are promoting or selling, you have to build trust and focus on
helping the person fix their problem. The number one thing every person
should know about marketing is that people buy and make decisions based
on emotion. After they make the decision, they back it up with logic and
facts. You have to make an emotional connection with your prospective
follower. The way you do that is by asking questions and figuring out their
pains. The main reason people buy is because the product or service will
solve or fulfill a pain they no longer want to have.
This is why cigarette companies still continue to succeed. It is the reason
why we will pay the money for designer clothes. It is not necessarily the
benefit we receive that gives us satisfaction but the pain that goes away.
We start thinking logically about the purchase in order for us to feel like
we made a good investment. We tell ourselves that the quality of the shirt
is better and that they last longer but the real reason why we bought the
designer shirt was because of the pain of not fitting in or being someone
who gets made fun of for being unstylish. I know you are probably denying
that you make purchasing decisions like this but subconsciously we all do.
The reason adults buy bigger homes and nicer cars is because they do not
want people to think that they are not doing well for themselves. We realize
that people judge us by the things we buy. A lot of luxury brands succeed
from marketing and answering their customers’ pains of wanting to “look”
successful or well-off.
To sell or promote yourself, you want to spend most of the time asking
questions and listening to your customer’s pain. You should only do about
20 percent of the talking. You have to be a good listener so that you can
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really learn what is bothering the people you speak with. Most salespeople
try to do all the talking, which leads to the prospect being in control instead
of the salesperson. You are in control of the conversation when you ask
questions because you keep the prospect on their feet.
The dialogue you have with people allows the prospect to open up and
reveal their pain to you. If the value you create or product you sell can help
that individual remove or slow down their pain, you then take the time to
compassionately present to them what you have to offer.

GET SOME SALES EXPERIENCE
My final advice before I end this chapter is that you should consider doing
a sales internship or job that allows you to practice selling and get paid
by how well you do. One of my best friends back in college did a sales
internship. The company she worked for had the interns go door-to-door
selling educational books for students. She spent three months knocking on
thousands of doors in different neighborhoods. The internship was tough
but she learned a skill that she will be able to use for the rest of her life. If
you have time and are still currently looking for your passion or purpose,
you may want to consider working in sales for a company. You will learn
how to influence people and deal with rejection, which you will need for any
career you are looking to do.
The success you have working with your passion does not come by how
good you are at your craft or skills but by how well you promote and share
your value with others. I hope these introductory tips to successful selling
in the new economy will help you get started. Remember, to build relationships and deal with rejection, talk to as many people as you can about your
value, and be the answer to peoples’ pain.
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Build An Unbeatable Support System
The next two milestones will discuss the importance of networking and disciplined systems. The people you surround yourself with have a huge impact
on how you take action and to what level you succeed. Your friends and
network can either help you achieve your dreams or hold you back. There
is a huge advantage when you are surrounded by like minded people. A
network of mature friends who understand the value of your time and
the goals you want to accomplish can lead to long lasting friendships and
accountability.
The reason friends and networking is so important is because relationships
thrive on human interaction. We can’t just sit in our room all day and create
value. We have to go out in the world and connect with a network of people
that you can learn from that will help you make a bigger impact. The wrong
friends make a larger impact than good friends because they hold you back
from ever really achieving anything of value.
The main factor that affects an individual’s productivity is their environment, because it is easy to be influenced by the people around you. That
is why it is important for some of us to leave our hometown or go to a
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different school. Our environment is one of the greatest challenges to
overcome, because it takes a mature individual to recognize their situation
and adapt. Your environment does not give you an excuse to fail. It is just
a plus when your environment supports and reflects the person you are
trying to become.
Imagine you have a huge assignment due that will take you a week to finish.
This work is going to take all of your attention and you realize that you
need no distractions. I want you to think about where your ideal workplace
would be and how it would look like. Now once you have a detailed answer,
how does your dream workplace match up with where you currently do
most of your homework or projects?
Most of us have different wants and needs for our workplace depending
on the type of value we are creating. But most students work in an environment that does not allow them to maximize their time and energy. A
lot of students will do their work while laying on their beds, which for me
was not a successful way to study because I would always fall asleep. Or
they will work with friends and spend more time talking about the weekend
than doing any work. Take some time to envision your own ideal place to
get your work done and start trying to actually imitate the picture you have
in your head.

WHO IS IN YOUR STREET GANG
Your environment also consists of the people you associate yourself with on
a regular basis. So what I would like for you to do is to list the five people
you hang around with the most. The people on your list could be classmates, siblings, colleagues from work, or the people within your group of
friends. This exercise will help you recognize the street gang you are a part
of and how successful you will become by associating yourself with these
individuals.
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Once you have your list, score them from 1-10 with 10 being the highest
score and 1 being the lowest. When scoring your friends, I want you to think
about what kinds of work habits and character traits each of them has. Take
some time to envision where these friends will be in the next 10 years. Will
they be successful or will they continue doing the same things that you guys
did while in high school? This exercise is powerful when you are honest
about the friendships you make. Only you know which friends are good
or bad influences on you. Below is an example of how to do this exercise
properly.

We are the average of the five people we hang out with the most. This
means that your success depends on the average of all your friends’ ambitions and work ethics. Add your friends’ scores up and divide the total by
five to get your score.
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This exercise is really cool and honestly it is more fun than accurate. It is
the same feeling you get when you crack open a fortune cookie, read your
horoscope, or do a character test. It is not true but it gets you thinking
about your attitude and life. To see how accurate it is, do this exercise with
your friends. Of your top five friends, go to the person that you ranked to
be the most successful and ask him or her to make a list of their five people
they hang around most. The majority of the time what you will see is that
they have a better environment of people than you do. You can do the same
for the person you ranked the lowest and the results will be that they hang
out in a worse environment than yours.
Regardless of how accurate this exercise was for you, the main purpose
of it was to help you be aware of the people you are spending time with.
The people you hang around with play a huge impact on your journey to
success. This does not mean that you should drop every one of your friends
who receive a failing grade in a class. If you are a true friend, you would
be the person to help them. Some friends are best to let go but again that
is up to you to decide. The next two steps are about building new relationships with both peers with similar ambitions and also mentors who have
succeeded before you.

YOU CAN’T FLY LIKE AN EAGLE IF YOU ARE SURROUNDED BY
A BUNCH OF TURKEYS
The reason it is important to find people your age that have a similar
ambition or philosophy on success is so that you can build an accountability system. Earlier in the action stage, I discussed doing work that matters
and starting with your hardest work. This is not easy and it is sometimes
hard for us to just do it. When we have friends who are like-minded or also
trying to accomplish large goals we can build an accountability system.
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It is much easier to not do the work if we are the only ones that know we
are not taking action on our dreams. But if we told our friends and mentors
our goals and they kept us accountable, we will have a much easier time
doing the work. It is easy for us to give up on ourselves, but naturally we
hate letting others down.
One of my best friends and I wake up every morning during the week and
call each other at eight o’clock in the morning so that we can make sure
both of us are up. I used to have a hard time waking up early so these phone
calls were extremely helpful for me. Also, during our call we tell each other
the three biggest things we have to get done by the end of the day. Then
we call each other at five o’clock in the evening to see what we did and
did not get accomplished. Since we started this I have been much more
productive and motivated to wake up and do valuable work. My friend is an
all-star and someone who shocks me everyday by how much he gets done
in a single day. I stay motivated because I know he is going to get on the
phone and tell me all the great things he accomplished. These phone calls
motivate me and push me to do more. Make systems like this with your
friends so you too can become more productive.
It is easy to find people who you can relate to if you take initiative. If you
like art, join an art club. If you like business join a business organization at
your school. If you are interested in history volunteer at a local museum.
It is amazing how human interaction works. We always seem to find likeminded people. This is the reason why communities are so segregated.
People are more comfortable around people like themselves. You just have
to actively look around your community and school. Also the Internet has
countless fan clubs and activist groups that can also assist you in finding
the proper network. People have a need to be identified with communities
because we enjoy the acceptance and the recognition. There is no such
thing as a self-made millionaire. People need other people to succeed and
create large movements. Success is a hard and lonely journey if you try to
do it by yourself.
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I spent my early years of becoming a motivational speaker and entrepreneur trying to do everything myself. It was not until I met with the right
mentors that those things started accelerating faster than I could ever
imagine. Finding people who have accomplished what you are trying to do
is huge to your success. You do not have to reinvent the wheel.
There is someone out there who has successfully done what you are trying
to do. Now all you have to do is copy exactly what they did and refine what
did not work for them. It is a lot faster to succeed if you take the time to
learn from someone else’s mistakes. Finding the right mentors is a huge
accelerator for any student.
When you go out looking for the right mentor you have to really know what
you want. Your mentor should be someone who, if you could not be yourself
and you had to be someone else for a day, you would choose him or her. It
has to be someone who has achieved the success you want in your life.
The issue is that good mentors are extremely busy and people who do not
have a lot of time. To win a top-notch mentor you have to be willing to do 100
percent of the legwork and be extremely flexible. Your mentor will become
more committed when they see how hard you work and how serious you
are about your goals. There is no easier way to getting an awesome mentor
than being an awesome mentee.

BY HELPING OTHERS WE HELP OURSELVES
Also, remember that life is about relationships and caring for others before
yourself. One of the most magical phrases when it comes to building
relationships is, “How can I serve you?” When you are interested in helping
others succeed, the more successful you will become. The people who
succeed are the people who can help other people more than they can help
themselves. Being selfish and thinking about your own success is the worst
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way to communicate and make a difference. You have to be willing to build
win-win relationships. Later in the Satisfaction stage I will teach the power
of selflessness.
So why did I bring this point up? Well it is that exact phrase that has helped
me get quality mentors who have changed my life.
The first thing you need to do is reach out to the person. The best strategy
that has worked for me is to send them a personal letter through the mail.
Or get someone who I know who can give me a formal introduction via
e-mail. Now when you are writing to this person you do not want to ask
them to be your mentor right away. If you do that you will sound very pushy
and weird. The first thing you can do is try to get an interview so you can
ask them a few questions about the industry and what some of the tips are
to be able to succeed. You want to make sure to ask if you can speak with
them in person or via phone. If not, e-mail is fine but you lose a lot of the
emotional connection.
Remember that you are asking for their time so you want to make the favor
you are asking as small as possible so that they will not feel that this will
take a lot time. Therefore, a good amount of time to ask for is anywhere
between 10 and 25 minutes. In that set time, make sure you ask good
questions that you cannot find on the Internet. You do not want to ask them
what their major was in college when you can probably find that on their
Facebook page.
Once you ask good questions you want to end the conversation by thanking
them for their time and asking them these 3 final questions (in order):
• What steps should I take right now?
• Can I connect with you in a month to update you on my success
once I have completed the steps you recommended?
• How can I serve and help you?
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This first question is a good question to finish the conversation because the
person will know where you are currently in your journey and can give you
specific advice to what they would do next.
Once they give you an answer, you then ask the second question, which will
hopefully give you the opportunity to stay in touch with your new mentor.
Depending on how impressed they were with your conversation and how
easy the conversation was for them, it is likely that they will say yes. If they
do, then you will have a possible mentor relationship forming. But you have
to make sure you crush it and achieve the steps they recommended with
flying colors.
It does not matter if they said yes or no—after the conversation you want to
ask them how you can serve or help them? It is most likely he or she will not
say anything because they would be unsure how a student could help them.
But if they do have something for you make sure you accept the challenge
or task and over deliver.
Also, if you are creative you could find ways to help them. For instance,
when I was in college I was really involved on campus and knew a lot of the
faculty that would hire motivational speakers. So what I would do is share
the speaker’s information with the faculty so that I could possibly win them
a speaking engagement. If I got them a speaking engagement I knew they
would feel obligated to help me out with my career. After the conversation
is over it is really important to send them a handwritten thank you card,
even if they said no. This is very important. Thank them for their time and
answers. You never know if you will meet them so you want to leave the
relationship on good terms.
When it comes to building a strong network it takes persistence and mature
change in your own life. You may have to hang out less with some friends
and make new friends. You may have to get rejected by one of your role
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models who did not have the time to mentor you. You want the right
mentor and friends who will take the time to help you. One of my mentors
once told me when I was in high school, “You can’t fly like an eagle if you
are surrounded by a bunch of turkeys.”
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Create A Bulletproof Work System
The hardest thing about achieving greatness is that we have to be consistent and
disciplined enough to do productive work over and over. Most students
congratulate themselves when they do a day of good work but successful
people make it a habit to put in the time. Also, not only does success take
consistent work, it takes concentration so that you can maximize the time
you do work. If you are anything like me, you realize that your ADD kicks
in and after five minutes you are on the Internet watching pointless videos.
But honestly, those who succeed are those who can put in the most work
and time. Again if it is your passion and something you love doing, you
should not have a problem doing the work.
I love writing, speaking, and working on the Student Success Agency but
sometimes I just want to sleep in, or watch a good movie. Without a dayto- day system being productive or achieving anything becomes extremely
hard. This does not mean you work all day, it just means we become
organized enough to have disciplined work while still finding room to have
personal time.
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ORGANIZATION MAXIMIZES YOUR TIME
When you have a system you are not constantly in your head trying to figure
out what you need to do today. With a system you can list all the things you
need to do and when the time comes to start your day or do some work
you just do it. My work system makes my life easier, especially since I am
naturally organized and careless. Ask my family, I average four new phones
a year, because I lose them so many times. My mother used to tell me she
needs to get me a Velcro body suit so I can have my wallet, car keys, and cell
phone attached to me at all times. When I was in school, I was that guy who
would forget to turn in my homework or bring snacks on the day we were
having a party at my school.
It was not until I started planning and building systems around my life
that I became more productive. For instance, if I am not traveling I have
a specific work schedule that allows me to be the most productive from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. After five I have a system for leisure that is less
concrete because life is filled with surprises. Between working hours I am
either promoting my value or creating new value, like this book. My leisure
schedule usually includes finding time to read, playing basketball, making
new vlogs, watching a movie, and hanging out with my friends. I have said
this earlier, but I will say it again: it is important to separate work and
play. At a young age you should stay free on the weekends to go swimming,
hanging out at friend’s house, or go to the movies. My main concern is that
a lot of our friends just play and do zero work. The more organized you
become and separate your work and play, the more you will find that you
have a lot of time to do both.
Work in this book equals doing what you love and what you have to do in
order to achieve your purpose. The actions that you should take during
your work phase of your day are either creating value or promoting your
value so that you can build a following or customer base. Your work
schedule is the time you have to do what you love and do the things that
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will move you forward to achieving your purpose. Depending on your
current schedule, whether you have a full-time job or if you are in high
school, you really do not have any free time during the day to work on your
passion. But even an hour a day can make a huge difference.
Your workday may start after school and you may be able to only invest
two to fours hours a day. The amount of time you spend on doing what you
love does matter for how fast you accelerate. I would much rather have you
guys not kill yourselves and have a social life than working eights hours
a day and then working eights hours on your passion. Maybe some days
you can commit to working that much but for now, just take two to four
hours of your day and dedicate it to creating or promoting your value. Get
in the habit of spending an hour a day doing what you love and an hour a
day sharing what you love with others. You will be surprised at how just
committing two hours every day will change your life.
Also, when you focus on working, it needs to be exactly that... work. Turn
off your cell phone and stay away from the Internet unless needed. Figure
out what is the best time in the day for you to get work done. Do you like
working late at night or early in the morning? Whichever one, you want to
make sure you allot some time for you to work on your purpose.
Make a list of all the things you need to do each day and include the things
that you should commit to doing every day so that you can sharpen your
skills. Never try to use your brain as a natural day planner or goal list. It
will just give you a pounding headache. It does not matter how big or small
the action you need to take, make sure you write it down. If it takes two
minutes to complete still write it down. If you have several actions to take
in order to complete one large project, write down the actions you need to
take in chronological order.
Our mind works so much better if it is not clogged with thoughts and the
confusion of trying to remember everything we need to do. Instead let your
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mind be free and when it is time to sit down to work all you have to do is
look at the list of objectives and start from the top. When time is up you
schedule for the next day and start where you left off.
When we stop thinking about what we need to do, we begin to
think greater about what we can do.
A list makes your day more productive, but I believe having monthly goals
will also make your year more rewarding. Make one big goal you want to
achieve every single month and list the actions you will need to take in that
month so that you can achieve your goal. I spoke earlier about how I wrote
the first draft of this book in a month. I knew I had to write for fours hours
a day in order to complete this book. The clearer your goals the easier it is
for you to understand what you want to do. It is the same for success. The
clearer the vision you have and understanding of what you want out of life,
the easier it is for you.
If there are two individuals and both want a nice car, the one with a clearer
detailed vision will most likely obtain the car they want. If the first person
just says they want a nice car and the second individual says they want a
blue Corvette with white stripes, the second person will have higher odds of
achieving their goal because they knew exactly what they wanted. When we
do not know what we want we allow self-doubt to hold us back and push the
brakes on success. When things get hard doubt pops in our heads. We begin
to ask ourselves, “Why am I doing this? What does all of this mean to me?”
Self-doubt leads to insecurity. We begin to believe that we are unable or
unsure of why we are working toward these goals we wrote down. This is
why it is so important to develop a personal philosophy and spend time
finding your passion. Besides understanding the importance of creating
value, the second most important point in this book is that you need to
have disciplined thought and action. The minute self-doubt appears we
stop doing what we were doing because we lose sight of the purpose.
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We can’t create value only when we feel like it. We have to want it bad enough
that we are willing to put in the hours. Find a system that works for you and
stick to it. Continue to reflect on your life philosophy and purpose to stay
focused on the action necessary to make your passion a reality. Without
enough action we will never achieve our goals. Create value, promote your
purpose, find the right network, and build a productive system: this is the
complete process of the action stage.
Now go out there and start doing!
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Willingness To Accept Mastery
You made it to the final stage and in my opinion the most empowering part of the
book. This part of the book is not for a lot of people and most people never
become close to living up to this standard... greatness. You on the other
hand have made it this far and I congratulate you for accepting greatness.
The majority of people in this world settle for less than they can be. They
become comfortable with where they are and see no need to move forward.
I believe so many people would be more motivated to be great if they only
knew the true capacity of their abilities.
Greatness is the ability to focus all your resources on
mastering a certain skill or value you create.
This milestone is about helping you direct your focus and concentrating
your efforts on becoming the best you can possibly be. I know it is hard to
be the greatest, but you have a responsibility to be the best you. The reason
why so many people major in minor things is that they do not have the
drive to accept mastery. This stage is not for everyone. It is for those who
have a hunger to be great and make a difference. If you continue to follow
the final four steps I guarantee that your one large step to greatness will
come.
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So what does ‘willingness’ actually mean? Why did I title this milestone
Willingness To Accept Mastery? I define willingness as doing whatever it
takes. It is realizing that failure is not an option. Staying relentless and
focusing on the end in mind. It is the ability to stay patient and continuously staying disciplined to time, work, and the journey to greatness.
Greatness is not a rank or a chance to wear a badge that says number one.
It is living your life committed to being the best person you can possibly
be. It is never settling and saying I am okay where I am. It is the ability to
improve, constantly learning and working on the little things in your life.
In the grand scheme of things we are not on this planet for a long time and
there are always ways we can continue to better ourselves.
The reason this stage is called Satisfaction is because my biggest mission
in life is to help people live to their fullest. That is, when your time on this
earth is up (hopefully you live to be 120 years old) you can be satisfied with
the life you lived. That you made an impact bigger than yourself. When I
lost my stepdad to an unknown cause I started thinking about how life is
so sweet and we should appreciate our time and potential. We should want
to live to our fullest potential while also finding time to love and appreciate
the world around us.
Working with Extreme Entrepreneurship Education, I learned this powerful
exercise. The company brings the nation’s top entrepreneurs under the age
of 30 who have sold or made revenue with a company of over a million
dollars; or they have made a renowned social impact to speak with college
students on the importance of entrepreneurship. As a leading emcee for the
company, I was in charge of doing this transformational exercise during the
closing part of our workshop. It is really powerful and I believe it is the point
that students who attend our events remember for the rest of their lives.
The exercise really hits home because it kind of addresses all the thoughts
I was thinking when my stepdad passed away.
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I believe that I have earned your trust in me since you have read this far
in my book. You at least believe that what I am saying makes sense. This
exercise is extremely powerful and it takes complete faith and trust. If you
are willing to trust me please participate in this life changing exercise.

TRANSFORMATIONAL EXERCISE
I want you to envision in your mind a perfect day. Reflect on one of the best
days you ever had. Think about how happy you were. Remember how you
felt and how appreciative you were for life on that specific day.
Next I want you to fast forward your life a hundred years from now. You are
still alive but you are old and wrinkly. I want you to imagine that it is your
last day to live. You are realizing that your time on this world is coming to
an end but you are calm because you are getting to pass away peacefully in
the comfort of your home. You are lying down on your firm mattress. You
have a warm and comfortable blanket over you and the temperature is just
right. You have candles lit around you, which gives a sweet scent across the
room. The television is on but the volume is muted. The alarm clock beside
your bed is quietly playing music just to keep the room from being silent.
Now you are realizing that you have only five minutes to live. You are eager
but nervous at the same time because you are just not sure what is next.
Now there is only a minute left until your time on earth is over. You hear
the chatter from your family and friends who have joined you on your last
day. You are looking into their eyes and thinking about all the good times.
Take five deep breaths.
You are beginning to appreciate each breath you take because you realize
that you have only seconds to live. Right before you take your final couple
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of breaths all of your friends and family disappear. You do not hear the
music or smell the sweet scent from the candles.
What you do see is your goals, dreams, childhood ambitions, and unfilled
purposes. They are looking at you shaking their head in disappointment.
They have their arms crossed and their eyes focused right on you.
Right before you take your final breath. What they say to you is:
“We have to die tonight because you did not let us live! Only you had
your dreams, goals, and ambitions! Only you had the ability to set us
free. Only you had the chance to make us great! We have to die
because you did not let us live! We could have changed the world and
made an impact but instead we had to die!”
They fade away in the dark as you close your eyes and pass away. To where,
that is that is up to you to decide. I know that this is a powerful exercise and
I remember the first time I did it. I cried because I knew at that time I was
not living up to my full potential. I was letting a lot of my goals and dreams
slip away from me.
I believe a lot of people feel the way you did during that exercise when it is
their actual final day on this planet. They feel that sense of regret. They feel
like their life was an underachievement and they are saying to themselves,
“If only I had a second chance!”
I worry about my stepdad and what he felt while on his last breath. I hope
he passed in peace. Noone else can really know the relationship a person
has with themselves and their purpose. I just hope that after this exercise
that you do not allow yourself to go through that feeling ever again. You are
meant to be great and your time is precious.
I am thankful that I have never had to go through a time when I thought
I was going to die. But if you know anyone who had to beat death or was
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given a second chance, it is amazing to see how much they accomplish and
achieve after their life or death situation. There are people who have beaten
cancer when they were only given six months to live, people who have
woken up after years in a coma, and others who were rushed to a hospital
with no signs of life after a seemingly fatal car crash that have lived. Those
people who have had near death encounters usually end up doing tremendous things with their lives. We do not realize how beautiful life is until it
is almost taken from us.
The point of this milestone is that you realize how sweet your life is and
that you have an opportunity to become great. At the end of the Passion
stage I asked you to commit to a purpose. And now I ask that you commit
to being great. I have learned from my studies that those who succeed are
people who commit to a purpose and concentrate their time and effort to
becoming the greatest at what they do. You can choose to do the same.
Working toward greatness is not for everyone. Some people enjoy simplicity
and security, which is perfectly fine. This section allows you to master your
life goals and helps you accomplish your needs and enjoy your wants.
Greatness is being abnormal; turning your passion, work, and purpose into
a lifestyle.

IT TAKES 10,000 HOURS TO BECOME THE BEST IN THE WORLD
According to a book called Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell, it takes 10,000
hours to become an expert at something. Gladwell defined being an expert
as becoming one of the best ever. In order to achieve 10,000 hours you
would have to spend four hours a day for the next seven years to become
great at what you do. Gladwell is not talking about just being mediocre. He
means greatness like Michael Jordan, Bill Gates, Jimmy Hendrix, and the
Beatles. This means that if you are 18 and you spent four hours a day every
day for seven years working on your skills or passion at the age of 25 you
could become one of the greatest ever.
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I know this sounds like a lot, but when I first heard the statistics I thought
that the numbers were low. In the big picture seven years is not that long.
I thought that greatness took decades and natural ability, but Gladwell
shared how most people who are great and succeed were not born with
natural talent. He said talent has nothing to do with it. He said that what
makes people great is constantly staying focused on bettering their craft
and skills. People who achieve greatness commit to always outdoing everyone else. Are you willing to put in the time to become great?

MASTERY IS LIVING AT YOUR OWN HIGH STANDARD
Mastery is becoming a professional in your certain field. It is becoming one
of the best. There is not a lot of competition in becoming great, because too
many people compete to be average. The only challenge is the battle between
yourself and patience. Most students never even consider their chances of
becoming great at something. The majority of students are unconscious
about life and just go through the motions. Mastery is becoming conscious
about your progress through time and fighting the roadblocks, fears, and
worries that usually stop the vast majority. It is to operate outside the world
of conventional living.
Establish your own personal high standards. Do not judge your success or
level of skills by the people around you. There is no need to define working
hard by how hard everyone else is working. Only you know if you are giving
it your best. No one else can tell you what your best is or how hard to work.
Only you know the truth. The way to becoming the best is making your own
high standard of living that is more demanding than conventional society.
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BELIEVING YOU ARE GREAT
I have shared with you the importance of striving towards greatness and
becoming the best you. But you have to choose to be great and really believe
that you can achieve greatness. You may raise your standards but if you do
not really believe you can meet them, you are setting yourself up for failure.
Your belief system is technically your reality. Our beliefs tell us what is
possible and impossible. They shape the actions, thoughts, and feelings
that we experience. We have to change our belief system in order to have
any real long lasting results. Without the right belief all the success you
have had will be a one time thing because you have not changed your beliefs
on what you can and cannot do. Believing you are great makes you build
certainty that you will achieve your goals and aspirations.
Your belief system makes it easier for you to back up your new personal
high standard. How much do you think Martin Luther King Jr. would have
achieved had he not believed with every bone in his body that nonviolent
opposition was the key to remove segregation? It was his ability to believe
wholeheartedly in his purpose that allowed him to use his inner strength
and deal with the challenges. An empowering belief is the foundation to
great success.

HOW DO YOU BECOME WILLING?
This is a very difficult question and changes depending on the person.
Some people are willing to do whatever it takes by simply having enough
passion. But others may have to go through horrible experiences and have
a paradigm shift on how they look at their own lives. Others have been
at their all time low and built a fear that motivates them to change their
situation.
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Working hard and staying willing is exhausting. Having the willingness to
do whatever it takes realistically means having the will to never give up
on what you want to do. Willingness is always learning, looking for ways
to improve, and getting better at what you do. We will have times where
we want to quit and not work, which is okay sometimes. In my opinion,
having the willingness means building endurance and never giving up on
the dream.
What I mean about building endurance is increasing the amount of value
you can produce. It is building a better work ethic. At first doing work is
difficult. Some days you will be extremely productive and others you will
just feel exhausted and would prefer not to work. The key to becoming
willing is improving on your work ethic. Willingness means to increase the
amount of time and the quality of the work you do. Working hard is a skill
just like everything else. The more time you put into working towards your
goals the easier it will become to do the work.
At first it may be hard for you to just put in a couple of hours a week. But
you have to continue to try to increase your working hours and perfecting
the way you work. The pain that doing work brings is similar to the same
pain you have when you do pushups or run long distances. You have that
little voice in your head that says, “You can not go on any longer.” It does
not matter if you are exercising your mind or your body, the lazy voice will
always appear. It will tell you to stop and also that you are tired and deserve
a break. Every day that voice appears and you can never get rid of it. You
can only maintain it. You have to be conscious and recognize when the lazy
voice is talking.
An entrepreneur I met at a speaking event once told me that the way he
stops the voice from ruining his productivity or path to greatness is by
picturing this voice as a five year old trying to give him advice on how to
live his life. Think about it, if a five year old mini you told you that you
can’t achieve your dreams and that the work you are doing is not important
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would you listen to it? Only you know what is best for you. You control what
you can and cannot do and you have to become aware of the subconscious
that tries to stop you from achieving mastery.
During this milestone you learned that there are a lot of psychological
and mindset barriers that stop us from accepting mastery. We realize that
we have to truly believe we can accomplish great things. You learned that
you have to live at your own high standard and not judge your success by
conventional standards. You also recognized that in order to take greatness
seriously, you need to build a better work ethic, control your lazy voice and
continue to build your endurance so that you can put in the 10,000 hours
you need in order to become one of the best in the world.
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Step Outside Your Comfort Zone
A lot of people see success as living comfortably. Living where there are no
worries or threats. They stay under the radar and tiptoe through life hoping
that they make it to death with no real hardships. People who want to
become great at something or live to their potential seek chances to step
outside their comfort zone. Most of the time, the life you want to live is
right outside your comfort zone. It is being willing to do the things that you
have not done so you can become the person you have not been.
If we continue to stay in our comfort zone and do actions that do not lead
to risk, rejection, fear, or failure we will never improve. A decade will go by
and you will continue to do the same things you did in the past. Your role
models and the people who are seen as great in their field acknowledge the
feelings of being uncomfortable and make a conscious effort to do things
outside their comfort zone.
We have discussed fear a few times in this book but never in detail. Usually
the feeling of being uncomfortable is in direct correlation to fear. When we
are uncomfortable adrenaline shoots into our veins telling us that we need
to avoid the situation. You know the feeling you get when you ask your

StudentSuccessAgency.com

127

MILESTONE TEN: Step Outside Your Comfort Zone

crush on a date or when you give a speech in class? That feeling is adrenaline and you can either ride with it or avoid it. Those who choose to
avoid it usually never achieve greatness. Adrenaline is a good thing if it is
controlled. It can get you motivated and help you perform at a higher level.
The issue with adrenaline is that it is a part of our emotions. When we are
in a situation that deals with adrenaline we make a lot of decisions based
on emotion. We become separated from the logic and what is sensible.
Adrenaline is good when it is not increased or swayed by fear.
The interesting thing about fear is that it is self-created most of the time.
We create negative pictures and dream horrible outcomes, which stop us
from pursuing the reality. Nothing is ever as bad as what we imagine in
our heads. Since it is self-made we can stop the fear and come to a stage
of peace. It is important to become sensible and recognize our self-created
fear. According to psychologists, fear is defined as:
			

			
			
			

FALSE
EXPERIENCES
APPEARING
REAL

As humans, we have the power to dream and paint pictures with our minds
that can sometimes feel so real. Have you woken up from bed confused
because you thought your dream was so real? That emotional connection
we have with our own visions is the same concept that creates our fear.

WE HAVE TO STAY IN CONTROL
I know movies are fake and a lot of the things they do in them are unrealistic but what I want you to do is to think about your favorite action movie
that has a main character fighting crime or running from bad guys who are
trying to kill him.
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A great example that pops into my mind is the movie Taken (2008), where
a retired agent of the Central Intelligence is trying to find his seventeenyear-old daughter who was kidnapped while vacationing in Europe. The
movie is filled with action and the amazing thing is how collec- tive and in
control he is about the situation. It is because of his career and profession
that he had a unique set of skills that allowed him to deal with life or death
situations.
The point that I am trying to make is that the hero or the person who kicks
butt in movies never shows fear, weakness, or worry. They are usually
calm, smart, and aware of their situations. They realize that they control
the outcome of their situation. Think of famous trilogies like Blade played
by Wesley Snipes or the Bourne movies played by Matt Damon, who is
an ex-agent. Both these characters never show a lot of emotion or worry.
As leaders they never allow their fear or weakness to be shown. Another
perfect example is the Terminator, even though he is a robot.

THE ATHLETE MINDSET: UNDER-PRESSURE
Great athletes and teams also understand the importance of controlling
their fear and staying focused when adrenaline flows through their body.
During the process of writing this book and organizing my thoughts I was
keeping up with the 2011 World Cup female soccer tournament. The USA
had a great team and always kept games extremely close. I was nervous
watching their games. I could not imagine playing or knowing what was
going on in their heads during the game. The athlete mindset is unbelievable and it takes just as much mental toughness as physical to play the
game.
The USA did extremely well in the tournament. They got second overall
after a loss in the championship game against Japan. The Japan team,
undersized and not nearly as athletic, were the underdogs. The Japanese
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players showed tremendous control and confidence during a time when it
looked like the odds were not in their favor.
The game came down to penalty kicks, where six players from each team
got a chance to shoot at their opponent’s goalie. The team with the most
points after PK shots wins. Ayumi Kaihori, the goalie for the Japan team
was undersized and going against Hope Solo, who was awarded the best
goalie in the entire tournament. But that day Kaihori blocked two PK kicks
early, which helped her team seal a World Cup victory.
The entire game, the Japan team was down and always playing catch up.
After the first half, USA team had over four times the shots on goals than
Japan. They could have given up and allowed the adrenaline and emotion
to hinder their game but they did not. The Japanese team was a symbol
of hope for their country that was recovering from one of world’s worst
tsunamis ever recorded. They believed and stayed focus on their strategy.

ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR FEARS AND ACCEPT THAT THEY ARE
THERE
I believe that high-pressure situations are a natural environment for
anyone who is looking to be great at something. You have to put everything
on the line and take risks in order to reap the large benefits the world has
to offer. You have to be able to fail and get criticized. For the next exercise,
make a list of the things that you want to accomplish or do. Then make a list
of the actions that stop you from doing the things you want to accomplish.
For instance, let’s say you want to take someone out on a date, such as the
girl who sits by you in your math class. But you don’t act, because you think
she is out of your league and that she will never say yes. You may even have
built up so much anticipation and fear that you have calculated every single
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situation of what could go wrong. You have created false outcomes, which
stop you from ever asking her on a date.
Another situation could be that you enjoy painting and you would like
to sell your work. You could take advantage of sharing your paintings at
your school’s art show or local art galleries, but instead you decide not to,
because you are afraid of what people will think about your work. We cannot worry about negative situations. We have to deal with our fears and try
to move past them.
Once you have made a list of all the things you want to do and you have
made a list of the things that stop you from doing those things, it is now
time to turn your fear into a positive vision. Think of the best-case scenario
and appreciate the people who support you. The girl in your math class may
say no and if she does it is nothing against you. In fact, she would probably
admire your confidence. Dealing with the negative thoughts or outcomes is
done by thinking of the best case scenario and focusing on the positive. Yes,
maybe the girl in your math class says no, but at least you built experience
for the next time. Your experience will now help you become comfortable
talking with people your age.
For the art situation, you will always have people who do not like your art, but
I guarantee there will be someone who appreciates your work. Appreciate
the people who like your work and allow those positive comments and their
support to motivate you to get more positive feedback for your next piece.
Having a positive imagination instead of a negative and worrisome one will
help you deal with the uncomfortable feelings of fear and doubt.
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GREAT PEOPLE MAKE UNCOMFORTABLE ACTIONS NOT THAT
BIG OF A DEAL
Something that we must understand in order to become great is that what
average people see as great work is expected work by great people. Do you
know that Derrick Rose, the 2011 MVP of the NBA, shot 1,000 3-pointshots a day? To you and me that seems tiring and impossible. But to Rose,
it is just like brushing his teeth, or eating a healthy breakfast.
To be great we have to instill great habits without making a big deal out of
the work we are doing. We should be proud of the work we do, but expect
nothing less. This includes doing things that make us uncomfortable. If it
is working on our fears or dealing with phobias we need to make an effort
to step outside our comfort zone. Learning by acquiring knowledge and
reading is not the only way to becoming an expert. You can also learn from
your experiences and by dealing with the pressure that comes along with
being great in your field.
Successful people become comfortable through being uncomfortable. The
more you step outside your comfort zone, what once was hard will become
easier. It could also possibly become natural. Great people continue to
push their curiosity to see how uncomfortable they can get. They know
that usually what makes them uncomfortable is usually the exact thing that
will help them become great. The action we need to take is usually a step
outside of our comfort zone. Great people make stretching their comfort
zone a habit, because mastery demands everything from you. Even the
parts we do not enjoy.
Albert Einstein once said that, “Only one who devotes himself to a cause
with his whole strength and soul can be a true master.” This includes
the actions that make you uncomfortable. Practice being uncomfortable
because once you make it a habit, you then make progress a natural habit
rather than a chore.
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Rebound From Failure
We are on the last two steps of The Student AcceleratorTM, but you have dealt
with this milestone before. Even before you picked up my book you have
probably failed somehow in something. It could have been a test or
getting an internship you always wanted. But let me quickly announce that
these failures are a part of success. Fighting through failures until you get
good results is a part of failure. Learning from failure is the key to
becoming great at what you want to do.
“Show me a guy who has never failed
and I will show you a guy who has never tried.”
- Thomas Edison
Thomas Edison, a famous inventor, entrepreneur, and the guy who
invented the light bulb, is a great example of how failure is a part of success.
When he was making the electric light bulb he failed over 10,000 times.
One of Edison’s most popular quotes is that, “I did not fail 10,000 times. I
just found 10,000 ways to not make a light bulb.” Edison understood the
power of trial and error. He realized that the system of doing something
right is behind making mistakes. Because of his ability to understand the
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power of making mistakes, Edison created a lot more inventions that made
a huge impact on American history. He learned the right way to succeed,
and that was going out and making mistakes. This does not mean he did
not fail. He still had more inventions that failed than succeeded. But he
goes down as one of America’s great inventors of all time.

TWO TYPES OF FAILURE: GIVING UP OR NEVER TRYING
Abraham Lincoln’s story to becoming president is one of the most popular
failure to success stories in American History. It shows the power of never
giving up. President Lincoln failed more than any politician, but instead
of giving up on his dream to become president of the United States, he
became one of the most famous presidents in history. Check out Lincoln’s
success record:
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In the late 1800’s, Lincoln’s story was used to motivate and inspire people
to show them that if you never give up you can succeed and achieve the
American Dream. It gave Lincoln a public image as the failure who became
a hero.
Throughout this book I have said that success is a journey or a lifestyle that
you have defined for yourself. Failure is just a part of life. We need to fail
in order to succeed. Just like sales, accomplishment is a numbers game.
There are only two types of failure that exist: never trying or giving up.
Remember that success is a journey. The minute we give up on the journey
or stop pursuing our ambitions, we allow failure to settle within us.
Never Trying: Is there something that you always wanted to achieve since you
were a little kid but you never actually really tried to achieve it? What was
holding you back? Could it be the fear or the uncomfortable feeling that was
discussed in the previous milestone? Never trying is never living.
There is so much emotion and life in trying something new or challenging:
for instance, the feeling of accomplishment, power, excitement, determination, defeat, exhaustion, weakness, etc. To never try and feel failure or
success is living life way too safe, which in the new economy means not
living life at all. We were given the ability to create our own life and for the
most part we can choose what to do or not do with our time and effort.
Make an action list that consists of all the little actions you must get
done in order for you to do something you always wanted to do but never
really tried. If it is skydiving, traveling outside of the country, running a
marathon, or going to Spain to run with the bulls, make a list of the actions
and steps you need to take in order to get from point A (action-less) to point
B (accomplished).
Giving Up: Most people do try but the sad thing is that most people only try
once. They fail and feel defeated. All our lives as kids we were taught to be
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perfect. In the classroom most students are so afraid of being wrong.
Students in school are afraid to raise their hands because then everyone in
class will know they made a mistake. Failure is perceived as something that
is bad because of the way we were raised. In reality, people who are great
and succeed see failure in a completely different light.
People who achieve greatness live to fight failure. When they fail it
motivates them to try again. They enjoy the challenge and get upset when
failure thinks they have them. They know they cannot quit because they
are obsessed with defeating their failure. It is like a medieval knight whose
only job is to defeat the dragon who brings terror to her town. Every night
the knight goes out to defeat the dragon but most of the time the dragon
wins, burning down another house and killing another family in her village.
The knight goes to sleep only thinking about the dragon. She lives to kill
the dragon the same way you live to kill your failure. The core motivation
for the knight is having a magical dragon named failure stopping her from
succeeding; telling her that she can’t defeat him. Just like the knight, it is
only up to you to prove the dragon it is wrong.

THREE THINGS YOU CAN DO WHEN DEALING WITH FAILURE
There are three things you can do when up against failure. First, you can
use it as a motivation to try again. Second, you can use it as a learning tool
to find out the right way. Lastly, you can accept the failure and find another
route to achieving success.
Get motivated by failure
Allow failure to motivate you rather than put you down. Becoming competitive with failure and getting upset when failure wins is a good thing.
When failure knows you do not fear it. You have a better chance of succeeding because you will never quit.
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When I say upset I do not mean angry. When you fail rather than get angry,
get amped and motivated to kick fear in the face! When I was little I had a
challenge with losing. I did not understand the difference between getting
angry and getting motivated. I would get so upset if I lost in video games
or in sports, I would make a big scene and have to play again until I won.
I was and still am very competitive. I had to learn the difference between
real failure and a game. Failure is not win or lose. It is knowing that you
can do better.
Learn from failure
Just as you should with the first option, you should learn from every failure
or defeat. It is a chance to learn from your mistakes and figure out the right
way. Your strategy could be the reason for your failure, not your effort. The
process of trial and error should be just as motivating as succeeding. Think
of failure like a puzzle. You look at the situation and you try different pieces
looking for the right one. The failure process may be less trial and error
and more a process of elimination. Sometimes there are many options or
ways to deal with a situation and sometimes you may choose the wrong
one. Learn from it and continue taking action. Failure should motivate you
because it means you are one step closer to figuring out what you need to
do in order to succeed.
Change your route or love the journey
The toughest thing for a lot of people is accepting that there are things
we cannot do. As a motivational speaker, I know you expect me to keep
it positive and tell you that you can achieve anything you put your heart
to, but I think there is a lot more power in telling you the truth. It is like
when I realized that I did not have the ability to make it to the NBA. The
chance of me making it to the NBA is probably the same odds of anyone
winning the lottery. Sometimes failure is trying to tell us something. Yes, I
love basketball and I could have spent my entire life trying to make it in the
league, but realistically at the time, I could not find a way to create value
or make a living while trying to accomplish that big goal. I am not saying
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you should give up on your dreams. I believe the journey to success is a lot
more exciting than actually getting there.
It is up to you to decide what process is better for you. But sometimes
through adversity and change a greater opportunity opens up. While
playing basketball, I learned leadership and hard work. I use those skills
to help me succeed in college and business. I would have never seen my
potential as a leader if I never chased my dream of playing basketball.
Again, it is up to you to decide what route is best for you. You are currently
dealing with the process of becoming a responsible adult. When you have
to be independent or raise a family, your decisions begin to start affecting
others apart from yourself. Changing your route may mean just living your
passion in another form. For instance, I could have become a coach or a
sports reporter. I could have become a trainer for a basketball team. Even
cooler, I could have been a mascot for a Division 1 college. Changing your
route does not mean giving up on your passion. It means changing the way
you create value within that passion.
Closing this chapter, just remember that failure is a part of life. Accept it
and allow it to motivate you to achieve your dreams. I truly believe that the
journey to success is a lot more exciting than actually getting there. It is
why great people who achieve their dreams continue to find something else
to work towards.
You will succeed if you try and never give up.
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MILESTONE TWELVE:
Become Significant
The final milestone of The Student AcceleratorTM ties everything together. I created
The Student Accelerator™ program to make the world better. This book’s
sole purpose may seem to be about helping you to control your life and
make a difference, but the purpose of this book is to help you become great
and significant to the world that needs your help. This beautiful planet
we live on needs more young people like you. People who are willing to
maximize their efforts and give back to the world.
The Student Accelerator™ was not created for you to get a leg up over
your peers or make a better life just for yourself. It was created to help
you do exactly what this milestone is called - be significant. The greatest
thing any human can be is selfless, thinking about others before ourselves.
Not having greed or selfish thoughts leads to a pure heart and person.
This is challenging and only so many people can actually reach complete
selflessness. We need to constantly learn to think about how our actions
can help others instead of us. When our time has passed, the only thing that
allows us to live at peace is our compassion. Greatness is acquired when an
individual’s thoughts and actions are filled with consideration for others
and the world.
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HELPING OTHERS LEADS TO GREATER GAINS FOR YOU
Most people think about themselves before they think about others, even
though the true path to significance is thinking of others before yourself.
People get stuck with mediocre lifestyles because the path of looking out
for yourself is significantly slower than looking out for the good of others.
When we think about helping other people succeed in business, school,
goals, and purpose, we too benefit from it. One of the most amazing things
to me is how humans naturally know what is good or bad.
The natural, moral compass makes me believe that before greed, corruption, and the media, people were naturally selfless. We naturally know
when we have done something wrong or right. Also, it is normal for people
to feel that if someone does something good for us we should do something
for them in return. As humans, we live amongst one another and live in
communities. Humans acquired the traits of giving and kindness because
we had to build up and help others to succeed in order to survive and
eventually thrive as a whole.
We also do not like that feeling of being the person who takes favors but
never returns them. This is why helping others before yourself is much
more beneficial for everyone. As well as those who benefit directly from
your kindness and good deeds, you will also receive more satisfaction out of
life and continue to do well on your own goals if you became selfless.
People tend to support individuals who have done something for them to
move forward. But it is important that when you help people, it needs to
be genuine. You cannot expect anything in return because that beats the
purpose of doing something purely for the joy of helping others. Keeping
a count of all the good things you have done for someone is still an act
of selfishness. I promise that in time people will return the favor, even if
it may not be for a long time. People never forget when someone helped
them. The beautiful thing about people who are selfless is that they do not
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expect anything in return. The reason people return favors is because they
have to do it for themselves; it is not because they know they owe you.
Being selfless means giving back without wanting anything in return. When
you give back selflessly, you develop this positive environment and peace
that makes your life extraordinarily better. I have never heard of a person
who gave back and lived for a bigger cause than themselves that had a
horrible day. There is something about giving that is so powerful. It is the
giver who usually gets the most out of their experience. When we desire to
work for others, we attract good results.
The purpose I live for is to decrease unemployment for young people and
help students find a passion and increase their chances of success. The
Student Success Agency is the way I do that. I love waking up knowing that
I have started an institute that helps students and young adults. It is not the
clothes I wear, the people I hang out with, or the money in my bank that
makes me happy. It is knowing that I am living out my purpose and making
a difference.

BECOMING A SUPERHERO
Earlier in the book I discussed that every superhero has a purpose. They
have a tragic reason why they fight crime and live to save the world. I
believe that since you have started reading this book and taking action
in your life you are becoming a superhero as well. Being significant and
selfless is every superhero’s lasting challenge to committing his or her life
to being a protector of the people.
There are three steps to becoming a superhero, which is parallel with the
fundamental purpose of The Student Accelerator™. You probably have not
noticed, but I have prepared this book so that you can become a superhero!
You can thank me later! It is designed to make you indispensable, where
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you control the outcome of your life and the impact you make on the world.
The three stages of becoming a superhero are:
• Have an underlining emotional purpose you fight for everyday
(Milestone 4: Commit To A Purpose)
• Have a super power (Milestone 9: Willingness To Accept Mastery)
• Live to save the world (Milestone 12: Become Significant)
If you look back at every superhero you grew to love they all had an emotional
attachment to saving the world. When Peter Parker became Spiderman,
he was first using his power to make some money in wrestling. But after
his uncle was murdered by a criminal that Peter could have stopped, he
committed to using his superhero powers to fight evil. The story is the
same for Bruce Wayne. He became Batman after his father and mother
were murdered by a mugger in Gotham City. This is when Bruce made his
purpose to become a crusader against crime in Gotham.
A lot of superheroes were average people until they dealt with a bad
situation that gave them a purpose to become great. Iron Man is another
great story. Tony Stark, a billionaire playboy, industrialist and ingenious
engineer, suffers a severe chest injury during a kidnapping in which his
captors attempt to force him to build a weapon of mass destruction. He
instead creates a powered suit of armor to save his life and escape captivity.
He later uses the suit to protect the world from terror.
Earlier in this book we discussed purpose and you learned some strategies
to help you find a problem that you are compassionate about. Go back to
the Passion stage of the book once you have completed the book. Finding
your true purpose takes time. You just have to remain conscious about your
future.
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The second thing we have discussed is that you need to have a super
power. Spiderman can shoot webs out of his hands and climb up walls. The
Incredible Hulk has great strength that allows him to crush airplanes and
basically be bulletproof. The Flash has speed and Aqua Man is a human who
has dolphin like capabilities in the water. Yes I know it sucks that you and I
cannot develop these awesome super powers but I want to assure you that
you have a super power of your own. Throughout the entire Action stage of
The Student Accelerator™ we focused on you developing a skill or talent
that creates value for others. That value you create and have mastered will
become your super power to fight the world.
Third, the final step to becoming a superhero is committing to living your
life for others. You take your passionate purpose and super powers to
live to make this world a better place. You sacrifice greed, fitting in to be
normal, and your wants, so you can fulfill your responsibility as a superhero. In every single superhero story there is a time when the people of
the community and media does not support the hero. They mistake him or
her as a bad guy or villain who is causing more harm than good. But as the
superhero and leader you can handle the criticism and pressure because
you understand that failure and hardship is a part of the journey (you
learned this in Milestone 11).
When you are a leader or mover and shaker in the world it is most likely
that you will get the blame when things are going bad. Look at how much
criticism our presidents get when something goes wrong. Look at all the
negative talk Lebron James received when the Heat lost the NBA championship. Have you not noticed that when we cheer for our favorite team and
they win, we say “We won?” However, if they lose we say “They lost.” When
things are going tough it’s natural that we point fingers at the leader. As a
superhero you have to be willing to take criticism. When you take action
expect people to criticize and tell you what to do even if they have not
taken any action or don’t even know anything about what you are trying to
accomplish. The hero takes the heat.
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It is also hard being a superhero because you have to sacrifice your life
to something greater than yourself. This makes a lot of things harder for
superheroes, like falling in love, having a social life, and feeling lonely.
Being completely selfless does not mean you do not take care of yourself
and enjoy your wants and needs. Being selfless just makes you widen your
perspective to see what is really important. You have to build a system that
balances your life with family, friends, and experiences with your duty as
a superhero.
During the action stage we talked about impact. But the consistent impact
and commitment you have to your purpose is what makes you significant.
We also talked about legacy and how really the only thing we can control is
our legacy. How we are remembered for what we do to make this world that
much better. We are created to be significant to the world and we need to
live up to our ability so that our significance can make an impact.
This is the final milestone of The Student Accelerator™. Become a leader
and use your talents and trained skills to make an impact. Becoming
significant is making someone else’s life better. You really do not know how
special you are until you realize the impact you made in someone else’s life. I
have had mothers tell me that I saved their relationship with their teenager.
I have had kids tell me that they could not have graduated college without
going through the Student Success Agency. Had some of the people in my
life never shown themselves to be significant, I would not be the person I
am today. In fact, I could have been the exact opposite. That is how much
influence you can have on a person if you just live to be significant.
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Wow! You did it. You have completed The Student AcceleratorTM. I am not sure
what Milestone you are currently at in The Student Accelerator™, but I
hope this book has helped you and allowed you to create a future, stand
out, and build confidence. If you are still searching for your purpose in the
Passion stage continue to be tenacious and relentless.
If you know what you want to do and are having difficulty in the Action stage,
just remember to keep trying and make your daily productivity level higher.
The Student Accelerator™ is a life model and the speed of it is different for
each person. Use this book as a guideline for when you get stuck or unsure
of how to take your life to the next level. Like I said earlier in this book,
success is different for everyone. So your journey through success can be
a lot different than mine. But what I guarantee is that no matter how one
succeeds, all of these milestones are a part of every person’s success story.
We live for the journey!
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OKAY… WHAT IS NEXT
You are great and I hope that the relationship we have built in this book is
not over! If I do not hear from you I think I will cry! Please contact me and
let me know what you thought about the book and how I can improve The
Student Accelerator™. My e-mail address is ejc@ejcarrion.com.
I would love to connect and stay in touch. You are now a part of the movement and an activist of The Student Accelerator™. Please share this book
with others that you think could benefit from my message.
Also, connect with me on Facebook and Twitter. Here are the links so we
can become friends. I love heart to hearts and good conversations so let
me know if you have any questions. Also, I want to be an activist of your
purpose so let me know how I can serve you!
Lastly, I told you about my dream of becoming a famous rapper so you can
check out my raps on YouTube. I will have a mixtape coming out shortly
that you can download from my website for free so be sure to look out for it.
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GET MORE:
Becoming A Part Of The Student Success
Agency
The two most valuable gifts we were given are our mind and the time we have on
earth. It is up to you to decide what you do with both. In this book, you
completed The Student Accelerator™ model for success so you learned
how to maximize your time and make an impact in the new economy. What
you also learned is that you cannot do it on your own. You need both a
support and accountability system that will help you stay focused on your
purpose. The Student Success Agency was created to give you and other
students an affordable chance to receive your very own personal success
coach to help you find your passion and stay productive so you can achieve
your goals and accomplish your purpose in life.
Succeeding and achieving our goals is challenging. Just look at how many
New Year’s resolutions actually come true. You need someone who will
hold you accountable for your actions and results. Someone who will
listen to you and solely focus on helping you succeed. Remember, there
is a difference between being educated and successful. We at The Student
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Success Agency help compliment your education so that you can leverage
your knowledge and skills to create value and become indispensable.
The Student Success Agency is a six month program. Every two weeks
you will meet with your success coach via Skype to go over the next
milestone. You will receive an Action Guide in the mail that breaks down
each milestone into a hands-on forty five minute session so your coach can
support you while you develop a plan and follow your path to greatness.
We are basically your physical trainer that helps you increase your chances
of success. We personalize a plan that reflects your goals and what you want
to accomplish as well as keep up with you to ensure that you are staying on
path and making progress.
For parents, an investment in The Student Success Agency can be the one
missing solution that can help your student create a future and become
successful. We want to make a difference for you and your child and give
him or her the best chance of succeeding. As a parent, you do not have to do
it on your own. Together we can make a difference. Also, when you invest
in The Student Success Agency you will receive an online username and
password that will allow you to see your student’s progress and connect
with other parents whose teens are in the Agency. We want to build a
community that supports revolutionizing the way we teach our students to
succeed and we would love you and your teen to be a part of the movement.
For more information, go to www.StudentSuccessAgency.com. To receive
your $100 dollar coupon off of your student’s enrollment into The Student
Success Agency enter the book’s ISBN number, which is located on the
back of the book in the left hand corner.

EJ Carrion
Founder of The Student Success Agency
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